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CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT. 

Prior to the first day of July, 1851, the district known as Por. 
Phillip formed part of the Colony of New South Wales. This dis­
trict was, umder the provisions of an Imperial Act of 5th August, 
1850, entitled" An Act for the Better Government of Her Majesty's 
Australian Colonies," separated from New South Wales, and con­
stituted into a self-governing colony under the name of Victoria, 
its territories being defined as -those "comprised within the said Dis­
trict of Port Phillip, including the town of Melbourne, and bounded 
on the north and north-east by a straight line drawn from Cape 
Howe to the nearest source of the River Murray, and thence by the 
course of that river to the eastern boundary of the Colony of South 
Australia.' , 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Imperial Act the Governor and 
Legislative Council of Kew South Wales passed the Victorian Elec­
toral Act in 1851, which provided that a Legislative COlmcil be con­
stituted for Victoria, consisting of thirty members, ten to be nomin­
ated by the Crown, and twenty to be elected by the _ inhabitants of" 
the new colonv. This Act also divided Victoria into sixteen electoral 
districts, as f~llow: 

I. Northern Division of Bourke County. 
2. Souther!1 Bourke County, Evelyn, and Mornington. 
3. County of Grant. 
4. Counties of" Normanby, Dundas, and Follett. 
5. Counties of Villiers and Heytesbury. 
6. Counties of Ripon, Hampden,. Grenville, and Pol warth. 
7. Counties of Talbot, Dalhousie, and Anglesey. 
8. Pastoral District of Gippsland. 
9. Pastoral District of Murray, except that part included 

in Ang.lesey. 
roo Pastoral District of the Loddon, formerly Western Port, 

except parts included in Dalhousie, Bourke, Anglesey? 
Evelvn, Mornington, and Talbot. 

11. Pastoral District of the Wimmera. 
12. Citv of Melbourne. 
13. To\vn of Geelong. 
14. Town of Portland. 
15. United towns of Belfast and Warrnambool. 
16. United towns of Kilmore, Kyneton, and Seymour. 

Amongst these constituencies, the twenty members were dis­
tributed thus :-Melbourne, three members; NOl'thern Bourke and 
Geelong, two each; and each other electorate, one member; the areas 
comprised within the towns having separate representation being 
excluded from the county -franchise. 

On 1st July, 1851, the Governor-General of the Australian posses­
sions issued writs for the election of members to the newly consti­
tuted Victorian Council, and proclaimed the District of Port Phillip 
to be separated from New South Wales, and to have been created 
a separate coloriy, designated the Colony of Victoria, of which 
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Mr. C. J. Latrobe, the superintendent, was raised to the Governor­
ship. The qualifications for electors were: (I) ownership of a free­
hold of the clear value of £100; (2) householding resident occu­
pation of dwelling-house value £10 per annum; (3) holding of a 
pasturing licence; (4) ownership of a leasehold estate in possession, 
with three years to run, of the value of £10 per annum. 
- In December, 1852, the Secretary of State for the Colonies invited Steps 

the Legislative Council of Victoria to take steps to pass a Bill more leading­
nearly assimilating the form of the colony's institutions to that pre- ~';'~~nsibl. 
vailing in the mother country, particularly in reference to the creation ~~;:[n- . 
of a second Chamber. This invitation was acted upon without delay, 
and on 24th March, 1854, a Bill was passed to establish a Constitu-
tion for Victoria. This Bill received the Royal assent on 16th July, 
1855, and the new Act, denominated The Constitution Act, became 
law when proclaimed in the Government Gazette of 23rd November, 
1855. 

THE CONSTITUTION OF 1855-
When the change to responsible government was made,the.Responsible 

bicameral and cabinet systems were introduc;:ed. In the new Parlia- ~~ev:[n­
ment, which met on 21st November, 1856, the members of the Legis-
lative Council numbered 30, who were elected for ten years, and 
represented six provinces. This House was not to be dissolved, 
but five pf its members were to retire every two years. The Legis-
lative Assembly consisted of 60 members, representing 37 districts, 
liable to dissolution at the end of five years, or earlier, at the discre-
tion of the Governor. 

Certain officers of the Government, four at least of whom were 
to have seats in Parliament, were to be deemed "Responsible Min­
isters, " and any member of either House accepting a place of profit 
under the Crown was required to vacate his seat, but was capable 
of being re-elected. 

The qualifications for members of the Council were, having at- Qualifica­
tained the age of 30 years, being natural-born subjects of Her l\.~:bo:rs. 
Majesty, and possessing freehold estate in the colony to the value 
of £5,000, or £500 annual- value; for members of the Assembly, 
having- attained the age of 21 years, being natural-born, or 
naturalized for five years, having resided in Victoria for two years pre-
vious to the election, and possessing freehold estate in the colony to 

. the value of £2,000, or £200 annual value. 
The Council franchise was attainment of age of 2 I years, being Council 

natural-born, or naturalized for three years, having resided in Victoria franchise. 
for one year, and possessing freehold estate in the electoral province 
valued at £1,000, or £[00 annual value, or a leasehold of five years' 
duration in the province of £100 annual value, residing in pro. 
vince, or being a graduate of any university in the British domi-
nions, or a barrister or solicitor on the roll, or a medical practitioner, 
or an offiCiating minister, or an officer or retired officer of Her 
Majesty's land or sea forces. 
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The Assembly franchise was attainment of the age of 21 

ye-"ars, being natural-born or naturalired, having resided in Vic­
toria for one year, and possessing freehold estate in' the electoral 
district valued at £50, or £5 annual value, or leasehold in the 
district of £10 annual value, or being a householder occupying 
premises of £10 annual value, or having permissive occupancy of 
Crown lands for which payment was made to the Crown, or receiving 
salary of £100 per annum. 

Immediately preceding the inauguration of the Constitution of 
I855, it was provided that electors recording their votes should do 
so by secret ballot. Victoria is thus the first country where,. in 
modern times, elections were carried out on this principle. All 
Parliamentary and other public and quasi-public elections are now 
conducted by ballot. 

CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION. 
The 'first alteration made by the Victorian Parliament in the 

Constitution was the abolition of the property qualification of mem-
. bers of the Legislative Assembly on 27th August, 1857, and the 
establishment of, univer~al manhood suffrage on 24th .November of 
the same year. On 17th December, I858, the number of members 
of the Legislative Assembly was increased to 78, to be returned for 
49 electoral districts. It was not until over ten years later, viz., on 
the 1st January, 1869, that another change was made, ;when the 
property qualification of members of the Legislative Council was 
reduced from '£5,000 capital value or £500' annual value to half 
those amounts respectively, and that of electors from £1,000 capital 
value or £100 annual value to an annual value of£5b, if the lands 
were rated to that amount in some municipal district or districts. 
On 2nd November, 1876, the number of members of the Legislative 
Assembly was increased to 86, and the districts to 55. The pro­
perty qualification of members and electors of the Legislative Council 
was further. reduced, on the 28th November, 1881, to a freehold of 
the annual rateable value of £100, free of all incumbrances, in the 
case of ,a member, and to freehold of the annual rateable value of 
'£10, or a leasehold originally created· for not less than five years, 
or occupying tenancy of the rateable annual value of £25, in the case 
of an elector. By the same Act the number of members of the Council 
was increased from 30 to 42, the number of provinces from six to 
fourteen, whilst the tenure was reduced to six years. The final in­
crease in the number of members was made on the nnd December, 
I888, when· the number for the Council was increased to 48, and 
that for the Assembly to 95 for 84 districts. 

On the 30th August, I899, plural voting was abolished, it being 
provided that no person should on anyone day vote in more than 
one electoral district at an election for the Assembly. Plural voting 
is still, however, permissible in elections for the Upper House, but 
owing to the large area of the provinces, it is improbable that the 
right is exercised to any extent. 
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To facilitate the exercise of the franchise in sparsely populated Votingby 

h postal; 
districts, the Voting by Post Act 1900 was passed on the 17t elections. 

Uctober, 1900. This measure enables any elector, who is resident, 
or is likely to be staying, on the polling day, more than five miles 
from the nearest polling booth, or who is prevented by reason of 
sickness or infirmity from voting personally, to obtain a ballot paper 
entitling bim to vote by post for any candidate in his district stand-
ing for either House of Parliament. This Act came into force on 
1St December, 1900, and was to continue in force for three years, 
and thence until the end of the next ensuing session of Parliament. 
Subsequent Acts continued the measure to 31st December, 1908. Vot-
ing by post is also provided for in the Commonwealth Electoral Act. 
The first experience of the working of 'this Act was at the Common-
wealth Elections held in March, 1901, at which 1,269 postal ballot 
papers were used in eighteen out of the nineteen contested districts for 
the House of Representatives, being about I per cent.' of the total 
votes recorded. The number of electors IV ho voted by post for the 
Senate throughout the whole State was 1,227, or one in every 144 
who voted. At the last Commonwealth Elections, hel.d in December, 
1906, 6,643 postal ballot papers were used for the Senate Election 
in Victoria, and 6,725 for the House of Representatives, or about Ii! 
per cent. of the votes recorded. 

In cases where a person is entitled to become an elector and V.oters' 
his name does not appear on the Ratepayers' or General Roll, such certificate.". 

perSOn could, by an Act passed in 1898, take out a Right a~ any 
time before the day of election, after giving seven days' notice, and 
apply to a Court of Petty Sessions for a Certificate enabling him to 
vote. The "Reform Act of 1903" has now, -however, restricted the 
issue of these certificates. No certificate shall now be granted be-
tween the day of dissolution and the day of polling in the case of 
a Parliament dissolved before its expiry by effiuxion of time; nor 
bttween 30 days before the time at which the Assembly would 
expire by effluxion of time. if not sooner dissolved, and the day of 
polling; nor between the day on which any member's seat becomes 
vacant and the day of polling. 

The first difficulty in the working of the Constitution of 1855 Constitu­

occurred in 1865. when the Government of Mr. McCulloch was ti~mal . 
. . T 'ff I . h . '. difficulties anXlOUS to pass a protectlVe an. twas certam t at a maJonty experienC€(] 

of the Council would resist such a Tariff, that body having (unlike 
the House of Lords in the Imperial Parliament) power to reject 
Money Bills. The Assembly, fearilng such a course, passed the 
Tariff, and tacked it to the Appropriation Bill. The Council laid 
aside the double Bill, and Parliament was prorogued without having 
passed supply. The Ministry, having no money, applied to the Go-
vernor, Sir Charles Darling, who sanctioned a levy of the new duties 
as passed by the Assembly, and performed the necessary executive 
acts to enable Ministers to negotiate loans with a bank to pro-
vide for necessaries, sanctioning also. the expending of money in pay-
ment of salaries. The Governor then communicated these facts to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Cardwell, who replied that 
his acts had been illegal. Meantime Parliament had been dissolveq, 
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and the electors returned a large majority in favour of the Govern­
ment's protective Tariff. Great indignation 'was manifested on 
account of Mr. Cardwell's missive, and the Cabinet resigned on the 
ostensible ground that the opposition of the Council made it im. 
possible to carryon the Government. Attempts to form a new Min­
istry were urisuccessful. The old Cabinet resumed office, and the dif­
ficulty was finally met by a separation of the two Bills. Soir Charles 
Darling was recalled in 1866. 

In consideration of the late Governor's services, the Assembly in 
1867 voted £20,000 to. Ladv Darling, and fearing the rejection of 
the grant by the Council, again included the amount in the Appro­
priation Bill. On the Council's rejection of this Bill, the Ministry 
suggested a short prorogation to enable negotiations to be carried on. 
The new Gover:10r, Sir J. H. T. Manners-Sutton, proposed the 
resignation of Ministers, that he might communicate, with the leaders 
of the other side. He found that none of these would give him such 
an assurance of ability to remove the deadlock which had occurred 
as would justify him in asking them to become Ministers. 

The Goverqment therefore return'ed to office, and the Governor 
graRted a short prorogation. When the Parliament re-assembJed, the 
Governor dissolved it at the request of Ministers, and in 1868 the 
new Parliament met with a strong Ministerial following-the issue 
before the electors having been the independence, in' matters of 
finance, of the Legislative Assembly. Before the meeting of Parlia­
ment, a despatch was received from Mr. Cardwell, revealin-g the 
view of the Colonial Office as to relations between the Houses and 
the Governor and the Home authorities, disapproving of the Darling 
grant being tacked to the Appropriation Bill, as tending to prevent 
discussion in the Council, and advising the Governor not to approve 
of such a 'grant without an assurance that the Ministry would give 
the Council full opportunity of discussion. Ministers complained 
that Imperial interference endarig-ered responsible government. The 
Governor, holding himself, responsible to the Home Government, 
regarded his instructions, and insisted on the grant being separated 
from the Appropriation Bill. The Ministry resigned, and Mr. 
Sladen accepted office, only to be almost immediately defeated. The 
former Ministry returned, and the difficulty was overcome by Sir 
Charles Darling refusing the grant. 

Again, in 1877, the Houses were in cop-Rict. The first 
part of the proceedings was like the preceding cases. Pay­
ment of members had been adopted by two temporary Acts, 
the la.tter of which was 'about to _ expire, and the Go­
vernment of Mr Graham Berry included the grant ('£18,000) in 

, the Appropriation Bill, thus purposing to provide the money as an 
ordinary form of expenditure. The Council laid the Bill aside, and 
the Government proceeded to raise supplies for their service by 
collecting the duties voted by the Assembly in the Appropriation 
Bill. A decision of the Law Courts was against the Government, 
who were therefore unable to enforce their demands. Reductions 
and dismissals in the Civil Service were made. A crisis ensued, and 
both Houses addressed the Crown. In March, 1878, the disputed 
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item was w~thdrawn from the Appropriation Bill, and the Council 
accepted a separate l'ayment of Members Bill. . The question of 
the removed civil servants remained. Ministers said that the Service 
was overmanned, and only a sufficient number would be reinstated, 
and the rest pensioned o~ compensated. 

The position in regard to these constitutional difficulties has now 
been met by Section 30 of Tlte Constitution Act 1903. 

On 14th August, 1885, a very import(lnt Act was passed, con- Steps. 
. . h F d 1 C '1 f . Th fi . f h leadmg stitutmg tee era ounCI 0 AustralasIa. erst seSSIOn 0 t e upto 

Council took place at Hobart on 25th January, 1886. Seven ad- Federation. 

ditional sessions were held, the last at Melbourne on 24th January, 
1899. The Acts passed by the Council had force only in those 
States which wer~ specially legislated for, until repealed by the 
Federal Council. The labours of this body led up to and culmin-
ated in the establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia. 

Victoria is now one of the six States forming the Commonwealth 
of Australia; and is still, except as regards matters dealt with by 
the Federal Parliament, a self-governing colony under the British 
Crown, empowered generally "to make laws in and for Victoria 
in all cases whatsoever." The powers of the Victorian Parliament 
have been considerably curtailed by the federation of the Australian 
Colonies, and the transfer of various functions to the Common-
wealth Parliament. Although the matters which will ultimately be 
dealt with by that body will remove from the State Parliament many 
of its present functions, the internal development of the State still 
depends upon the local Parliament.: the power of taxation for State 
purposes (other than by Customs and Excise) is retained; Crown 
lands, agriculture, mining, and factory legislation also remain; 
neither the State railways nor the public debts have yet been taken 
over by the Commonwealth, though ,heir transfer has been discussed 
in conferences of Federal and State 'Ministers; gnd it will probably 
be manv vears before that Parliament will be able to assume all the 
multifa~i~us functions assigned to it, and which must i'n the interim 
be dealt with by the States. The Victorian Parliament has delegated 
to municipalities, mining and land boards, fire brigade boards, the 
Melbourne and ~tetropolitan Board, water supply trusts, the 
Melbourne Harbor Trus.t, the Tramways Trust, and other bodies, 
power to dea:l with the immediate local and special necessities of their 
districts. This decentralization of Government functions is genera 11 v 
permitted and exercised in regard to the minor affairs of each par-
ticular district, whose representatiyes deal with the matters within 
their jurisdiction. 

THE PRESENT CONSTITuTION. 

Division of 
Govern­
mental 
functions. 

After the establishment of the Federal Government it became Reform Act 

abundantly evident that the representation of the States in the States' 1903. 

H01.lses was excessive, and steps were taken to reform the States' 
Constitutions. Accordingly an Act was passed in Victoria "to pro-
vide for the Reform of the Constitution," and reserved for the Royal 
assent on the 7th April. 190.). After an interval of some months the 
Royd assent was proclaimed on the 26th November, 1903. This Act, 
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entitled The Constitution Act 1903, provided for a reduction in the. 
number of responsible Ministers from ten to eight, and their salaries 
from £10,400 to £8,400 j decreased.the number of members of the 
Legislative Council from 48 to 35, including one special representa­
tive for the State railways' and public servants j but increased the 
number of electoral provinces from fourteen to seventeen, each being 
now represented by two members elected for six years-one retiring 
every three years by rotation, except at a general election, when one­
half of the members are to be elected for only three years. The 
property qualification of members of the Council was reduced 
from £100 to £50 as the annual value of the freehold, and that of 
electors qualifying as lessees or occupying tenants from an annual 
value of £25 to one of £15. A reduction was also made in the 
number of members of the Legislative Assembly from 95 to 68-
including two to be specially elected by the railway officers, and one 
by the State public servants, and in that of the electoral districts 
from 84 to 65. The Constitution was again amended in 1906 by 
the repeal of the provisions in the Act of 1903 relating to the separate 
representation of railway officers and State public servants. The 
Assembly IlI0W consi'sts of 65 members, and the Council 34. 

Both Houses were prorogued on 24th December, 1903, being 
several weeks after the Royal assent to the Act had been proclaimed, 
Acts having been passed determining the boundaries of the new 
constituencies. Power is given to any Minister who is a member 
of the Assembly to sit in the Council-or vice versa-in order to 
explain the provisions of any measure connected with any depart­
ment administered by him. The Council is empowered to suggest 
alterations in any Appropriation Bill once at each of three stages 
of the Bill, viz.-(a) when in Committee, (b) on the Report of the 
Committee, (c) on the third reading. The remedy provided to meet 
disagreements between the two Houses is the simultaneous dissolution 
of both after a Bill has been twice submitted to, and rejected by, 
the Council-viz., once before, and once after, a dissolution of the 
Assembly in consequence of such first rejection. 

The Governor acts under the authority of Letters Patent. under 
the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, and according to Royal in­
structions issued bv the Colonial Office. He is the official head of 
the Legislature, a~d assents in the name' of the Crown to all Act:; 
passed by the Parliament, reserving for the Royal assent certain 
Bills already described. The only matters in which the exercise of 
any discretion is r'equired on the part of the Governor are the assent­
ing to or dissenting from, or reserving, of Bills passed by the Par· 
liament j the granting or withholding of a dissolution of Parliament 
when requested by a Premierj or the appointment of a new Ministry. 

When a lUilnistry is defeated in Parliament or at the polls, its 
members tender their resignations to the Governor, whose duty it 
is to announce his intention of accepting them. The outglOling 
Premier generally suggests to the Governor, as his successor, the 
name of the most prominent of his opponents, generally the leader 
of the Opposition. Thereupon the Governor "sends lor" the in­
dividual suggested, who, if he feels in a position to carryon the 
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Government, endeavours to form a Ministry. If he fails, he informs 
the Governor of the fact and some one els'e is applied to. The dis­
tribution of portfolios is first arranged by the proposed Ministers 
themselves, and submitted to th~ Governor for approval, who always 
adopts it, unless the list should contain the name of anyone against 
whom very serious objections exist, or propose a new and revolution­
ary arrangement, 

When a Ministry finds that it is unable to carryon the affairs Granting, a 

of the country in the manner it deems essential for the well-being dIssolutIOn, 

of the community, or when it is defeated on a measure which it con-
siders vital, or when it has not a proper working majority, the Pre-
mier may, instead of advising the Governor to "send for" some one 
else, ask for a dissolution; and the principle which decides a Go-
vernor in granting or refusing such a request is the probability of 
success for the Ministry in the event of its being ·granted. In re-
gard to these matters, however, the instructions issued to the Go·· 

-vernor are elaborate and definite; and it is very rarely that any per­
sonal exercise of discretion is necessary. In other matters the 
Governor acts on the advice of the Executive Council. 

The Executive Council consists of two clas.:ies of members, viz.: The Execu­

-(a) Members forming the Ministry of the day, whether salaried g~~ncil. 
or honorary; (b) all ex-Ministers who have not actually resigned or 
vacated their seats. These Executive Councillors take no active part, 
as such, in the deliberations of the Ministry, the title being merely 
an honorary distinction. The expression "Governor in Council," 
occurring so frequently in Victorian Acts, means the Governor by 
and with the advice of such members of the Executive Council as 
are included in the former category mentioned above. Even in its 
active phase, that of the existing Ministry, the Executive Council 
has two shapes, the formal and the informal. The latter, which is· 
spoken of as the "Cabinet," is the real core and essence of the 
Government. In its private meetings at the Premier's office no one 
is admitted but the actual Ministry of the day, ·no records of the 
meetings transpire, and no official notice is ever taken of the pro­
ceedings. The former is presided over by the Governor, and at-
tended by the Clerk of the Council, who keeps a formal record of 
its proceedings and deliberations, which are frequentlv published, 
with the names of its merribers prefixed. Here the decisions of the 
Cabinet are put into official form. 

-the number of salaried Ministers is now limited to eight, and Re~p?ntsibJe . f MmiS ers. the salanes to £8,400; and our at least must be members OP the 
Councilor Assembly, but not more than two shall be members of 
the Council nor more than six of the Assembly. Upon accepting 
salaried office a Minister vacates his seat in Parliament, but he is 
re-eligible, and a subsequent change from one office to another does 
not necessitate his re-election. Although only four Ministers are re-
quired to be members of either House., in practice all members of 
a Ministry are always members. The head of the Ministry-the 
Premier, a merely titular distinction-almost invariably fills the 
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office of Treasurer as well, and may occupy any office. The present Premier, the Han. Thomas Bent, is also Treasurer and Minister of Railways. 
The Parliametlt consists of tWi) .Chambers, the Legislative Coun­Cil and the Legislative Assembly. The general power of legislation is conferred upon "His Majesty, by and with the advice and con-. sent of the said .Council and Assembly." By Section 56 of The Constitution Act it was provided that-" All Bills for appropriat­ing any part of the revenue of Victoria, and for imposing any duty, rate, tax, rent, return, or impost shall origmate il) the As­sembly, and may be rejected, but not altered by the Council." There was great difference of opinion as to the interpretation of this. section, it being held by many that the words "all Bills for appro­priating " (revenlle) "and for imposing" (taxes) signified Bills hav­ing for their principal object the authorizing of payments or the granting of supply j whilst others contended that legislation which merely incidentally or consequentially authorizes the collection of money or the payment of officials .may be dealt with as ordinary legislation by the Council. Thi~ matter has now been dealt with by Section 30 of the Reform Act of 1903, which declares that a Bill shall not be deemed for appropriating, &c., or for imposing, &c., by reason only of its containing provisions" for the imposition or appropriation of fines or other pecuniary penalties or for the de­mand or payment or appropriation of fees for licences or fees for seIvices under such BilL" In regard to the latter portion of Sec­tion 56. providing that Money Bills must originate in the Assembly, and may be rejected but not altered by the Council, the new Act provides, as in the Commonwealth Constitution, that the CounciP may suggest alterations as mentioned previously. 

It is also provided by Section 57 of The Constitution that Appro­priation Bills must have been first recommended by a message of the Governor to the Assembly before they can be introduced. The Governor. of course, acts in this matter on the advice of the Ministry. 
The Council - called the Upper House - now consists of 34-members. The State is now divided into seventeen electoral provinces, each returning two members. The member in each constituency at the first electiOill who, of the two elected, receives the highestnum­ber of votes retains his seat fur six years, whilst the other member retains his seat for three years only, subject, of course, to the dis­solution of both Houses in case of a deadlOCk, as previously de­scribed. One-half of the members thus retire everv three vears. To be qualified for membership, a candidate must be· a male of the age of 30 years, either a natural-born subject or naturalized and' resident in Victoria for ten vears, and must have been beneficiallv entitled to a freehold estate in Victoria of the clear annual value of £50 for one year" previously to" his election. The following male persons aged 21 or over, if they are natural-born subjects or naturalized for three vears . and resident in Victoria for twelve months, are entitled to ;'ote for the Council in that electoral divisioIr 
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on the rolls of which their names appear :-The owner of a free­
hold rated at an annual value of £10; the owner of a leasehold, 
created originally for five years, or the occupying tenant of land 
rated at £15 annual value; graduates of a British University, 
matriculated students of the University of Melbourne, barrister~ and 
solicitors, legally-qualified medical practitioners, duly appointed min­
isters of religion, certificated schoolmasters, naval and military officers, 
active and retired. All voters, except those claiming in respect of 
property, must take out electors' rights in the division in which 
they reside. 

The Assembly, commonly called the Popular. or Lower House, The. Legis· 
. . h 1 f h latlVe now conSIsts of 65 members. For the woe 0 t e seats Assembly. 

single electorates are IlOW provided. Each Assembly ex-
pires by effluxion of time at the end of three years from 
its first meeting, and may be sooner dissolved by the Governor. 
To be qualified for election to the Assembly, a candidate must be 
a natural-born subject or a person who has been naturalized for 
five years and resident in Victoria for two years. The following 
persons are ineligible: -Judges, ministers of religion, Government 
contractors, uncertificated insolvents, holders of offices of profit. under 
the Crown (except Ministers), and persons who have been attainted 
of treason, or convicted of felonv or infamous offence in the British 
dominions. Moreover, a memb~r vacates his seat if he resigns; 
is absent for a whole session without permission of the House; 
takes any oath or declaration of allegiance or adherence to a foreign 
power, or becomes a subject of a foreign State; becomes bankrupt, 
insolvent, or a public defaulter; is attainted of treason, or convicted 
of felony, &c.; becomes non compos mentis," or enters into a Go­
vernment contract. Universal manhood suffrage is in force for the 
Assembly, all males over the age of 21 years, natural-born or natural-
ized, . untainted by crime, being allowed a vote if they hold an 
elector's right, and their names are on a general ro.ll, and are resident 
in the State twelve months and in the distnct one month. If a per-
son is on a ratepayers' roll it is unnecessary to take out an elector's 
right or to reside in the district, although the occupying tenant 
is entitled to be entered as the ratepayer in priority to the owner, 
and is in most ca~es so entered. Where a tenant finds that his land-
lord has paid the ra:tes in his own name, and is consequently entered 
as the ratepayer in respect of the premises occIlTlied by the tenant, 
an elector's right must be taken out. Even where the. tenant is 
entered on the ratepayers' roll in respect of the premises occupied 
by him, and the property is of the capital value of £50 or the 
annual value of £5, the own!2r may take out an elector's right in 
respect thereof. There are, consequently, a large number of persons 
on the rolls for several districts who were formerlv entitled to vote 
in all of such districts; but, in Augu~t, 1899, plural v<?ting was 
abolished in respect of the Assembly, and now a vote is allowed in 
only one constituency,although the elector may, if on the roll for 
more than one district, choose which district he sha:ll vote in. A 
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member of the Assembly receives reimbursement of his expenses in 
relation to his attendance at the rate at £300 per annum. The 
Assembly is presided over by a Speaker, who is elected at the first 
meeting after every general election, and vacates his seat by expiry 
or dissolution of the House, and by death, resignation, or a removing 
vote of the House. When the Assembly resolves itself into a Com­
niittee of the whole House to consider the details of any measure, it 
is presided over bi a Chairman of Committees. The Assembly can­
not proceed to business unless twenty members, exclusive of the 
Speaker, are present; and the Speaker has a casting but no substan­
tive vote. 

By an Act (No. 1891) passed on the 24th December, 1903, it 
is provided that the electoral expenses (other than personal expenses 
of a candidate in travelling and attending election meetings) of a 
candidate for the Legislative Council and Assembly shall not exceed 
£400 and £150 n~spectively. A limitation is also placed upon the 
matters in respect of which such sums may be expended. No elec­
toral expenses shall be incurred by or on behalf of a candidate ex­
cept in respect of: -( I) The expenses of printing, advertising, pub­
lishing, issuing, and distributing addresses and notices, and pur­
chase of rolls. (2) The expenses of stationery, messages, postage, 
and telegrams. (3) The expenses of holding public meetings, and 
hiring halls for that purpose. (4) The expenses of committee rooms. 
(5) One scrutineer at each polling booth, and no more. (6) One 
agent for any electoral province or district.. 

JUBILEE OF RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT IN 
VICTORIA. 

On the 21St Nov,ember, 1906, tlfty years had passed since the first 
Parliament of Victoria under Responsible Government met, at 12 

o'clock noon, "in the Parliament Houses on the Eastern Hill, in 
the City of Melbourne," pursuant to proclamation by His Excellency 
Major-General Edward Macarthur, the officer administering the 
government, and the jubilee of the event was celebrated bv the 
presentation to Parliament of a paper prepared by Mr. Thos. 
Greenless Watson, C.M.G., Clerk of the Legislative Assemhly. The 
paper contains the rolls of Parliament and some statistics of pro­
gress: fwm 1856 to 1906. 

The names of 584 gentlemen are recorded on the roll of members 
of the Legislative Assembly. The Han. Thomas Bent, the present 
Premier, Treasurer, and Minister of .Railways, holds the honour of 
having been elected to the Legislative Assemblv before any member 
I!OW in the House, having been chosen to represent Brighton on the 
16th Ma.rch, 1871. Amongst the ex-members. the onlv one elected 
to the first Parliament who still takes part in public affairs is the 
Hon. John Dennistoun Wood, now representing: the electorate of 
Cumberland in the House of Assembly, Tasmar:ia. Mr. Wood was 
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first elected a member of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in 
1857, and is the oldest surviving member of the Executive Council. 

There are 194 names recm:ded on the roll of the Legislative 
Council. The Hon. Nicholas FitzGerald, the present Chairman 
of Committees, has sat coctinuously as a member of that House since 
1864, a period of nearly 43 years, the record for the Parliament of 
Victoria and probably for any Australian Parliament. The paper 
also contains "A Retrospect" of the principal events in Parlia­
ment during the 50 years, and the names of those who took the most 
prominer't part therein. 

CONFERENCE OF STATISTICIANS. 
A conference of statlsticians of the Commonwealth and States of 

Australia and the Colony of New Zealand was held in Melbourn'e in 
November a;nd December, 1906, for the purpose of securing uni­
formity in statistical methods throughout Australia and New Zealand, 
of making more efficient provision for the mutual supply of statistical 
information to the Commonwealth and State Bureaux, and of co­
ordinating the entire scheme of work therein. 

The following representatives constituted the conference;­
Commonwealth of Australia-G. H. Kmbbs, Esq., F.S.S., F.R.A.S., &c., 

Commonwealth Statistician, President. 
New South Wales-H. C. L. Anderson, Esq., M.A., Director of Intelli. 

gence Department and Bureau of Statistics. 
Victoria-E. T. Drake, Esq., Government Statist. 
Queensland-Thornhill Weedon, Esq., F.S.S., Government Statistician and 

Registrar-General. 
South Australia-L. H. Sholl, Esq., I.S.0., Chief Under-Secretary and 

Government Statist. 
Western Australia-C. H. Wickens, Esq., A. LA. , late Actuary and Com­

piler, Government Statistidan's Office, Perth, Western Australia. 
Tasmania-R. M. Johnston, Esq., F.S.S., I.S.0., Government Statistician 

and Registrar-General. 
New Zealand-E. J. Von Dadelszen, Esq., Registrar-General and Govern­

ment Statistician. 
The main objects of the conference were as indicated here­

under, viz. ;-
I. To secure, as far as possible, uniformity in the whole method of col­

lection, compilation, and presentation of statistics in all the States of the 
Commonwealth, and, if possible, also in New Zealand. 

2. To make arrangements for the supply of statistical information, at the 
earliest possible moment, to all parties concerned. 

3. To decide on the method by which these objects can be best secured, and 
to determine the forms desirable to be used as a means thereto. 
. 4. To determine .the general conditions under which the State Statisticia~s 
shall supply any statistical information needed by the Commonwealth StatIs­
tician, and reciprocally, under which the Commonwealth Statistician shall 
supply information needed by the State Statisticians. 

5. To make such general arrangements in regard to the detail of the pro­
fessional activities of the Commonwealth and State Statistical Bureaux as 
will render the statistical resources of the latter available to the Common­
wealth Statistician, and conversely those of the Commonwealth Bureau to 
the State Statisticians. . 

6. To so delimit the activity of each, thal unnecessarY duplication of 
work, printing, and expense will be avoided. 
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A comprehensive memorandum, prepared by the Commonwealth 
Statistician, was communicated to the conference on the opening 
thereof, and a cO'mplete series of forms was submitted for considera­
tion, indicating what might be attempted through an adequate organi­
zation of the State Statistical Bureaux, and illustrative of the range 
of the requirements of the Commonwealth Statistician. These were 
reviewed in detail, and after exa-rnining the matter in its entirety, the 
conference accepted a series of resolutions to give effect to the above. 
The desirableness O'f a quinquennial enumeration was affirmed by the 
foIlo~ing resO'lution :-" That, having in view the characteristics of 
the movement of the population in Australia, as well as the expecta­
tion of a considerable increase in the total thereof, as the result of 
means taken to attract it, the cooference is' unanimously of opinion 
that it is desirable that there should be a limited quinquennial enume­
ration. " 

ELECTIONS FOR THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 1907. 

At the last triennial electiO'n for the Legislative Council, held 
on the 4th June, 19°7, the number O'f provinces in which contests 
took place was only sevem--nO' less than 10 members. being returned 
unopposed. The following table shows the number of electO'rs on 
the rolls for each province, and arso the number of electors whO' voted 
in those where an election was held:--
NUMBER OF ELECTORS AND VOTES POLLED AT THE TRIENNIAL 

ELECTION FOR THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON THE 4TH JUNE, 1907 • 
. ' ---. 

l __ ~,m., ber of Electors who Voted. 
." ,,00 . 

0. 00 $. 0"'''' .,..... 0 m 

~Z~ o~ t:-t"b 
Proyinces. S~~ 

>~ 0,,> 

iRate- jNon-rate- Informal.] Tot[ll. 
0"- g..~ 6 

~~ 0 i.s ~oi 
i 

z i payers. I payers. ~~ ___ ~ 

. I 
East Yarra ... j 13,889 I U ncont.ested ". ." . .. . .. , 

Melbourne ... 14001 n 

Melhourne East 11,424 3,Ga; 14 14- 3,551 57 31'08 

" North 13,036 3,951 l:{ 63' 3,964 60 30'40 
n South . 13,4~5 4,908 24 26 4,932 109 36'54 

" West 13,5a4 3,428 2 23 3,430 4 25'34 
Bendigo ". 8,5.58 5,049 5 16 5,054 178 59'07 
Gippsland ... 9,485 Uncontested ... " . ... .. . 
Nelson ... 8,012 n ". ... .. " . 
Northern ". 1'1,685 3,081 I 7 14 3,088 26 35'56 
North-Eastern .. 8,932 Uncontested ... .. . . " .. . 
North-Western .•. 9,780 3,119 I 14 10 3,133 16 32'03 
Southern -.. 9,557 Uncontested ... ... . .. '" 

South-Eastern ... 10,891' n '" ... ... _ .. 
South-Western ... 9,269 " ... ... ... " . 
Wellington ... 8,705 n ... ... ... .. . 
Western --- 9,485 n ... ... ... ... 
-------- ----- --------------------

180,738 ... ... .. , ... .., 
Less uncontested 

Provinces (10) 102,226 ... ... .. . ... ... 
----- ----,-_.- ------- --------

Total ... I is,512 27,073 I 79 
I 

166 27,152 450 34'58 
I I 
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ELECTIONS FOR THE .L ~GISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 1907· 

F or the Legislative Assembly, there were contests in 45 of the Electoral 
f Districts-

65 constituencies, each returning one member. The number a LegislaHv 

electors on the rolls for the Assembly (including voters' certificates Assem 

issued by the Courts), was 261,088 (of whom 69;957 were in uncon-
tested districts), and of these II7,o98 voted, being 6I.26 per ce" 
of the number entitled. The following table shows the number of 
electors, the votes polled, and the percentage of the latter to the 
former, in the different electoral districts:-

NUMBER OF ELECTORS AND VOTES POLLED FOR THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY AT THE GENERAL ELECTIONS ON THE 15TH MARCH, 

19°7· 
.--.--- . ----·--1--· I Electors who Voted. 

I 
Number of Electors \ _____ -:-____ _ 

on Rolls at Date 
Electoral Districts. 1 of General Election, Percentage 

! including Voters' Total Number of NUlllber' on 
Oertificates. \ . _ __ .. __ _ the Rolls. 

I 

Abbotsford 4,304 

, I 
2,735 63'54 

Albert Park 5,045 3,41)7 69'31 
Allandale 3,153 (Uncontested) 
Ballaarat East 4,278 " 
Ballaarat West 4,041 2,640 

I 
65'33 

Barwon 3,891 2;470 63'48 
Benalla 3,563 (Uncontested) 
Benambra 2,672 " 
Bendigo East 3,841 2,644 

\ 

68'83 
Bendigo West 4,382 2,645 60'30 
Boroondara 5,931 2,365 39'87 
Borung 3,127 (Uncontested) 
Brighton 4.121 
Brunswick 5,330 3,877 72'73 
Bulla 3,764 2,220 58'-98 
Carlton 4,439 2,570 57'89 
Castlemaine and Maldon 3,388 '2,464 72'73 
Collingwood .. 4,499 2,936 6.5'26 
Dalhousie 3,346 2,621 78'33 
Dandenong 4.263 1,681 39'43 
Daylesford 3,156 2,113 66'9& 

Dundas 3,098 2,059 66'40 
Eaglehawk 3,[;82 2,399 66'97 
East Melbourne 4,346 2,031 46'73 
Essendon 5,810 3,581 61'63 

Evelyn 3,641 (Uncontested) 
Fitzroy 4,269 2,721 63'74 
Flemington 5;394 3,166 58'69 

Geelong 4,414 2,800 63'43 
Gippsland East 3,101 1,963 63'30 
Gippsland North 3,060 1,762 57'58 

Gippsland South 3,875 (Uncontested) 
Gippsland West 3,303 
Glenelg 3,600 
Goulburn Valley 3,257 
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NUMBER OF ELECTORS AND VOTES POLLED FOR THE LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY AT THE GENERAL ELECTIONS ON THE 15TH MARCH, 

I90 7-continued. 

Electoral Districts_ 

Grenville 
Gunbower 
Hampden 
Hawthorn 
Jika Jika 
Kara Kara 
Korong 
Lowan 
Maryborough 
Melbourne 
Mornington .. 
North Melbourne 
Ovens 
Polwarth 
Port Fairy 
Port Mel bourne 
Prahran 
Richmond 
Rodney 
Stawell and Ararat 
St. Kilda 
Swan Hill 
Toorak . 
Upper Goulburn 
Walhalla 
Wanglj,ratta " 
Waranga 
Warrenheip " 
Warrnambool 
Williamstown 

Less uncontested districts (20) 

Total 

Electors who Voted. Number of Electors I 
on Rolls at Date :-----~-.~.-------

o~ Gene~al Electio~, I i Percentage . 
mcludl!,g Voters I Total Nnmber.! of Number on 

CertIficates. I the Roll. 

3,693 
3,067 
4,064 
5,833 
5,660 
3,229 
2,736 
3,102 

'~----I----

(Uncontested) 

" 3,304 I 56' 64 
3,167 I' 55'95 
2,000 61'93 

(Uncontested) 

3,828 2,614 68'28 
5,918 -2,821 47' 67 
4,275 1,965 45'96 
5,364 :'l,352 62' 49 
3,035 2,004 66'03 
3,774 2,132 56'49 
3,580 2,542 71'01 
5,483 (Uncontested) 
4,903 3,133 63'90 
5,091 3,484 68'43 
3,542 2,666 75'27 
3,260 2,081 63'83 

-4,840 2,505 51' 76 
3,114 (Uncontested) 
4,751 2,345 I 49'36 
3,667 2,399 65-42 
2,830 (Uncontested) 
3,735 2,326 62· 27 
2,953 2,009 68'03 
3,073 2,052 66' 78 
3,278 (Uncontested) 
6,~26 . 4,237 1 69'16 

-----__ 1 ______ ,------

261,088 I 
69,957 

--------.------------
I 117,098 191,131 6i '26 

The number of pei-sons who voted by post was 2,307, and 303 
voters' certificates were issued by the Courts. Amongst the metro­
politan constituencies the greatest proportion of votes was recorded 
in Bruns,wick, viz., 72.73 per cent. ; and in the country constituencies, 
Dalhousie, with 78,33 per cent.; Rodney, 75.27 per cent.; Castle­
maine and Maldon, 72.73 per cent.; and Port Fairy, 7I.Ol per cent., 
were the most keenly contested. 
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The following are the proportions who voted at the last seventeen prfPo~tion: 
general elections of the State Lower House in districts in which the ~Oll~d~s 
elections were contested :_ i:?,to 

PROPORTION OF VOTERS AT GENERAL ELECTIONS FOR THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 1866 TO 190 7, 

Year of 
General Election. 

Proportion of Electors 
of Contested Districts 

who voted. 

1866 
1868 
1871 
1874 
1877 
1880 (February) 
1880 (July) .. , 
1883 '" 

Per cent. 

55'10 
61'59 
65'02 
61'00 
62'29 
66'56 
65'85 
64'96 

Year of 
General Election. 

1886 
1889 
1892 
1894 
1897 
1900 
1902 
1904 
1907 

Proportion of Electors 
of Contc5ted Districts 

who voted. 
l~t-r cent. 

64'70 
66'58 
65'12 
70'99 
70'33 
63-47 
65'47 
66'7:.l 
61'26 

The first session' of the twenty-first Parliament was opened on Twenty-first 
h J 1 

Parliament, 
9t U y, 1907, :md prorogued on the 23rd December, I90'j' , the 
session thus extending over 168 days, as compared with 155 day::. in 
the first sess;on of the previous Parliament, 

The following is a statement of the duration of each Parliament Duration of 
since the' establishment of responsible government, the number of Parlia- d 
d ' "d' h P I' d h f h ments an ays III sessIOn unng eac ar laIllent, an t e percentage ate sessions, 
latter to the former:-

DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS AND SESSIONS, 1856 TO 1907, 
----.. -~-

Days in Session, 

Number of Parliament. Period, Duration 
of Parliament, Number, Percentage to 

Duration. 
------ -

Days, 
691 1st 1856-8 991 69'7 

2nd 1859-60 637 566 88'8 
3rd 1861-4 1,091 728 66'7 
4th 1864-5 378 366 96'8 
5th 1866-7 686 391 57'Q 
6th 1868-70 1,048 734 70'0 
7th 1871-3 1,049 639 60'9 
8th 1874-6 1,072 700 65'3 
9th 1877-9 993 684 68'9 
10th 1880 49 46 93'9 
11th 1880-2 926 802 86'6 
12th 1883-6 1,088 543 49'9 
13th 1886-9 1,091 653 59'9 
14th 1889-92 1,093 636 58'2 
15th 1892-4 845 524 62'0 
16th 1894-7 1,089 684 62'8 
17th 1897-00 1,088 586 53'9 
18th 1900-02 671 358 53'4 
19th 1902-3 436 300 68'8 
20th 1904-7 968 509 52'6 -
21st (lst Session) 1907 168 
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It will be seen that there was a greater percentage of working 
days during the nineteenth Parliament, than any ather since 1882. 
Excluding the nineteenth Parliament, the tendency of late years is, 
according to the above figures, towards shorter sessions than formerly. 
The longest recess was in 1866-7, when 230 days elapsed between 
the closing of the second and the opening of the third session of the 
fifth Parliament; in 1905-6 the recess lasted 196 days. 

STATE ACTS PAS$ED bURING 1907. 

The following is a: short synopsis of the Acts passed during 1907 
by the Victorian Parliament;-
AetNo. 

2076. 

2080. 

208r. 

Date. 

July IIth.-This Act applies £1,025,740 out of the consolidated 
revenue for the service of the year Ig07·8. 

July 3Ist.-This Act applies £152,102 ou.t of the consolidated 
revenue for the service of ,the year Ig06·7. 

August 13th.-The Tocumwal Railway Extension Act Ig07 autho-
rizes the construction of an extension of the 

Strathmerton towards Tocumwal railway to Tocum· 
wal in N'ew South VI ales, and ratifies an agree­
ment in reference thereto between the Governments 
of Victoria and New South Wales. 

August 13th.-The Companies Act Ig07 repeals Act No. 2073, of 
Ig06. It also makes eligible to act as an auditor 
of companies any person who was a member of 
the Society of Accountants and Auditors of Vic­
toria on 28th December, Ig06, and had acted as an 
accountant for five years before that date. After 
the 31st December, Ig07, no person shall be quali­
fied to receive a licence to act as an auditor of 
companies unless he satisfies the Companies' Audi­
tors' Board that he has a thorough knowledge of 
accounts and auditing and of the, Companies Acts. 

August 27th.-The Municipal Association Act IgoZ provides for the 
incorporation of the Municipal Association of Vic­
toria in orde-r that it maybe enabled to establish 
a "Municipal Officers" Fidelity Guarantee Fund." 
This fund cannot be established unless three-fifths 
of the municipalities in Victoria agree to contri­
bute to it, and in the event of the amount to the 
credit of the fund being at any time insufficient 
to meet all liabilities, every contributing munici­
pality ,must pro rata to the amount of its con­
tributionmake up the deficiency. 

September loth.-The Default Summonses Act Ig07 makes provision 
for the payment of fees for the service of certain 
default summonses. 

September 12th.-This Act applies £421,264 out of the consolidated 
revenue for the service of the year Ig07-8. 

September 24th.-The Vacant Unclaimed Lands Act Ig07 amends a 
similar Act of Ig06. 

September 24th.-The Brim Registers Act lQ07 validates certain regis­
ters and certificates of births or deaths purporting 
to be made and signed by George Paine, but 
actually signed in the name of George Paine by 
his wife ,Edmee Valentin Paine. 
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Act No. Date. 
2085. September 24th.-The Surplus Revenue Act Ig07 allocates the surplus 

of the financial year Ig06-7 as follows :-£99,140 
to the Commissioners of Savings Banks in reduc­
tion of the amount owing to them under section Ig 
of the Savings Banks Act 18g6; £42,000 for 
mining development purposes; £8,000 for the im­
provement of forests; £100,000 to the credit of 
the "Railway Rolling Stock Replacement Fund"; 
and the balance, not exceeding £49,000, for the 
erection and removal of State school buildings and 

. the purchase of land, furniture, and fittings for 
school purposes. 

2086. September 24th.-The Real Property Act 1907 deals principally with 
the limitation of actions relating to real and other 
property. 

2087. October 8th.-The Ancient Lights Declaratory Act Ig07 provides 
that from the commencement of the Act no right to 
the access or use of light to or for any building 
shall be capable of coming, into existence by 
reason only of the enjoyment of such access or 
use for any period or of any presumption of a 
lost grant based upon such enjoyment. 

2088. October 8th.-The Old-Age Pensions Act 1907, to be construed as 
one with the Act of 1901, increases the maximum 
amount of pension payable froin 8s. to lOS. per 
week-the addition of 2S. per week to apply to 
all pensions existing at the commencement of the 
Act. An alteration from £150,000 to £250,000 
per annum is made in the total amount appro­
priated on account of old-age pensions. 

208g. October 8th.-The Administration and Probate Duties Act 1907, to 
be read with the Acts of 18go and 1903, provides 
that beauests or settlements made to -charitable 
institutions in Victoria are to be exempt from duty. 

20g0. October 8th.-The Income Tax Act 1907 fixes the rates of income 
tax for _ the year Ig08, payable on incomes earned 
in Ig07. Incomes of £200 a year or under are 
not taxable. On incomes from £201, to f. ,00 

there is an exemption of £150, which, however, 
does not apply to companies. Incomes from per­
sonal exertion are taxed ,d. in the £ up to £500 ; 
4d. from £500 to £1,000; 5d.from £1,000 to 
£1,500; and 6d. over £1,500. Taxes on incomes 
from property are double these rates. A reduc­
tion of 20 per cent., not applying to companies, 
is made in the amount collectable under these 
rates .. Deductions for gifts of over £20 to public 
libraries, institutions for the promotion of science 
and art, museums, or charitable institutions in 
Victoria, are to 'be allowed hom incomes. 

209L October IIth.-This Act applies £788,782 out of the consolidated 
revenue for the service of the year 1907-8. -

20g2. October 22nd.-The Marine Stores and Old Metals Act 1907 amends 
the Act of 1800. No person is allowed to pur­
chase old metals (except at auction) unless he is 3-

licensed collector or dealer. Each collector or 
dealer must produce his -books to the polite when 
requested, and also any special wares purchased 
or received bvhim, the form of which is not to 
be changed for seven days after their receipt. 
Notice must be given to the police when any_ 
article supposed to have been stolen comes into the 
possession of a dealer. Collectors are not altowed 
to carryon bU3iness on Sundays or public holidays. 

-
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AetNa. Date. 
20g3· 

20g4· 

2og5· 

20g6. 

2og7· 

20g8. 

2°9g· 

2100. 

2101. 

2102. 

2103. 

Odober 

November 

November 

November 

November 

November 

November 

November 

November 

22nd.-The Police Offences Act 1907, to be read with the 
Police Offences Act 1890.and amending Acts, alters 
the law relating to habitual criminals. 

6th.-The Transfer of Land Act 1907 relates to the attes­
tation of documents under the Transfer of Land 
Act 1890. . 

6th.-The Forests Act 1907, to come into force from the 
1st January, Ig08. Under the authority of this 
Act, a State Forests Department is to be consti­
tuted, which is to have. the exclusive control and 
management of all matters of forest policy; the 
granting of all leases, licences, or permits; the 
collection and recovery of all rents, fees, royalties, 
charges and revenue; the planting or thinning of 
forests, and the making, laying out, anc;l main­
taining of plantations and nurseries, and the dis­
tribution of trees therefrom, and the administra­
tion generally of the Act. A special examination 
is to be held for appointments and promotions in 
the Department, bnt the Secretary, Conservator of 
Forests, persons employed on the clerical staff or 
as messengers, and persons employed. in the 
State Forests and Nurseries Branch at the com­
mencement of the Act are exempt. Provision is 
made for training persons in forestry-'-the term 
of training not to exceed three years. An annual 
repmt is to be issued by the Department, contain­
ing a full account of the work carried on by the 
Conservator 0 f Forests and the inspectors, and 
also a statement of the revenue derived from 
forests and the expenditure thereon during the 
twelve months ended the 30th June preceding. 

6th.-The Collins Street Independent Church Lands Act 
Ig07 defines the trusts and powers afIecting cer­
tain lands held in trust for the 'Collins-street In­
dependent Church. 

18th.-The Dandenong Lands Act Ig07 amends the Dan­
denong Lands Act 1892. 

18th.-The Mandurang Lands Act Ig07 provides for the re­
sumption by the Crown of certain land in the 
parish of Mandurang. 

18th.-This Act alters the hours of closing at poHing for 
Legislative Council elections from five to seven 
o'clock. 

18th.-The Roman Catholic Trusts Act Ig07 authorizes the 
creation of corporate bodies of trustees in wlilch 
property belonging to the Roman Catholic Church 
in Victoria may be vested. 

18th.-The Sherwood Lands Act Ig07 revokes the permanent 
reservation of certain lands in the parish of 
Sherwood as sites for military and other public 
purposes. 

November 18th.-The Infant Life Protection Act Ig07, to be construed 
as one with the Infant Life Protection Act r8go, is 
dealt with under part "Social Condition." 

November 2gth.-The. Licensing Act 1907 amends the Licensing Acts 
of· 18go and all subsequent Licensing Acts. The 
number of· grocers' licences is not to be increased 
unless at a poll of the electors. No permit for 
extended hours is to have any force after 31st 
December of the year in "Which granted. Per­
mission to have two or more bars is to extend to 
any person to whom the licence is transferred. 



Act No. Date. 

2I04· December 

December 

2I06. December 

December 

2r08. December 

2I09· Decem\:>er 

2110. December 

21 I I. December 

2112. December 

2II3· December 

December 
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Section 7 makes it unnecessary to summon owners 
and occupiers of licensed premises to appear be· 
fore the Licences Reduction Board, unless they 
are specially concerned in the cases under investi­
gation. In any district in which there are more 
than the statutory number of licences, at the 
request of the owner and occupier the Licences 
Reduction Board may determine that the premises 
be deprived of a licence, and may award com­
pensation. Any persons found on licensed pre­
mises during prohibited hours must prove that they 
are bond fide lodgers, weekly or other boarder., 
bond fide travellers, or inmates or servants. A 
schedule to the Act contains a number of minor 
amendments of the Act of r906. 

3rd.-The Alexandra Railway Constructi01z Act 1907 autho­
rizes the construction of a line of railway from 
Alexandra-road to Alexandra township. 

3rd.-The Justices Act 1907 relates to applications for 
orders to review decisions of Courts of Petty 
Sessions or Justices. 

3rd.-The Indeterminate Sentences Act 1907 provides for 
indeterminate sentences and for the detention and 
wntrol of habitual and other criminals. 

3rd.-The Friendly Societies Act r907 makes it obligatory 
upon all friendly societies to be registered, and 
also to adopt tables, certified by the Actuary for 
Friendly Societies, of adequate contributions for 
the benefits to be received by the members. The' 
provisions of the Act do not apply to trade unions. 

roth.-This Act applies £2,863,5IO out of the consolidated 
revenue to the service of the year 1907-8, and ap­
propriates the supplies granted in the parliamen­
tary session, amounting to £5,25r,398, to the ser­
vice of the Government. 

r6th.--The Geelong Municipal Waterworks Act 1907 pro­
vides for the constitution of a municipal water· 
works trust for the supply of water to Geelong 
and district. 

r6th.-The Money Lenders Act 1907 amends the Act of 
1906. No contract or agreement entered into by 
a money lender is voidable. by reason of the 
money lender having been guilty of a contraven­
tion of any of the provisions of section 5 of the 
Principal Act. Power is given to the lender to 
deduct costs from the loans. 

r6th_-This Act alters the title of Engineer-in-Chief 'Or 
Acting Engineer-in-Chief of the Victorian Rail. 
ways to that of Chief Engineer for Railway 
Construction. 

r6th.-The Studley Park Bridge Land Act 1907 authorizes 
the re-vesting in the Cr~wn and the cancellation 
of the Crown grant of certain land granted 
to trustees. for a road and approaches to Studley 
Park bridge, and for a site for a toll-house and 
out-offices in connexion with the bridge. 

16th.-This Act continues the. Voting by Post Acts Nos. 
r70r and 17r9 until the 31st December, 1908. 

16th.-The Mallee Leases Act 1907 further extends the term 
'of certain mallee allotment leases. 
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2II5· December 16th.-The Consolidated Revenue Application Act 190 7 

authorizes the Treasurer to pay to the Commis­
sioners of Savings Banks and the Trust Funds 
Trustees a sum of money not exceeding £500,000 
in reduction of the Treasurer's liability 'under 
certificates issued to the Commissioners. 

2II6. December 16th.-The Victorian Railways Loan Act 1907 anthorizes the 
raising of £500,000 to be expended in the con­
struction of railways and tramways and irrigation 
and water supply works. 

2II7· December.16th.-The Railway Loan Application Act 1907 sanctions 
the issue and application of £683,3 II out of loan 
funds' for various railway and tramway works 
enumerated in a schedule to the Act. 

2II8. December 16th.-The Water Supply Loans Application Act 1907 pro­
vides for the application of £579,707 out of loan 
moneys, to be expended principally on country 
water supply works. 

2II9· December 16th.-The Railways Act 1907, to be read with the Act of 
1890, enacts that any officer or employe on becom­
ing insolvent shall forfeit his office unless he 
satisfies the Commissioners that such embarrass­
ment was not caused or attended by fraud, extra­
vagance, or dishonorable conduct. The limit of 
damages which may be recovered against the, 
Commissioners as carriers of passengers is fixed at 
£2,000. All moneys standing to the credit of 
the Railway Accident Fund are to form part of 
the Railway Accident and Fire Insurance Fund­
a new permanent fund to be established under 
this Act-into which the .commissioners are to pay 
lOS. for every £100 sterling of the revenue of the 
Victorian Railways until it reaches £100.,000, at 
which amount the fund is to be maintained. 
Damages recovered or compensation awarder! -for 
any death or injury of any person, the amount 
of any loss from fire or in connexion with any 
goods, Darcels, luggage, or other property under 
the control of the Commissioners or by the neg­
lect of employes whilst engaged in burning.off 
within railway boundaries, may be paid out of 
the fund. From the 1St January, 1908, railway 
pay is not attachable' bv any court, nor is any 
assignment made by any officer to have any force 
or validity in law. Agents may be appointed 
for the sale of railway tickets, to whom certificates 
are to be issued, and it shall be unlawful for 
any other person (not an officer of the Depart. 
ment) to sell, exchange, or transfer the whole or 
any part of a ticket or to occuPy an office bear­
ing the word~ "Railway Ticket Office," or any 
words calculated to advertise or notify to the 
public that railway tickets may be bought, sold, 
Or exchanged, or transferred therein. The un . 

• lawful importation of, counterfeiting or altering 
railway tickets is prohibited. The onus of proof 
that a person has not contravened the Act is on 
the defendant. Penalties for a first offence of 
not. mO'e than~ 20, and for a spcond or subse. 
quent offence of not more than. £40; or of im­
prisonment for any term of not more than three 
months, may be imposed for any infringement "~of 
the Act. Railway servants a,re exempted from 
servi'ce as jurors. 
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Act No. Date. 

2120. December 16th.-The Administration and Probate Act 1907 amends 
the Administration and Probate Act 1890. The 
principal alteration made is that anyone executor 
in an estate may appoint a trustee oompany to act 
in his stead. Previously if there were more than 
one executor, a trustee company could only be ap­
pointed when authorized by all the executors. 

2121. December 16th.-1'he Land Draining Facilities Act 1907, to be read 
with the L'Jcal G{)vernment Acts, empowers muni­
cipal coune,ls to scour, cleanse, and keep open 
certain drains constructed by owners of lands . 

. 2I22. December r6th.-The Old C(llonists' Association Act 1907 vests lands 
situated in the city of Fitzroy in the Old Colo­
nists' Association, the Australasian Dramatic and 
Musical Association (the Crown grantee), having 

2123. December 

2124. December 

2125. December 

2126. December 

agreed to this arrangement. 
16th.~1'he Murray Se1tlements Act 1907 'provides for 

settlement on certain Crown lands situate in the' 
mallee border and the mallee country and near 
the Murray River. 

23rd.-The RU1'anyup and Marnoo Railway Construction Act 
Ig07 authorizes the construction of -a line of railway 
from Rupanyup ·to Marnoo. 

23rd.-1'he Nyora and Woolamai Railway Construction Act 
Ig07 authorizes the cC)nstruction of a line of railway 
from Nyora to Woolamai. 

23rd.-1'he Health Act 1907, to be read with previous Health 
Acts, provides that whenever any municipal district 
or place in Victoria appears to. be affected by any 
dangerous, infectious or contagious disease, the 
Board may, by notice in the Government Gazette, 
direct all medical practitioners and registrars of 
births and .deaths to report all cases of such 
disease both to the Board of Health and the local 
Council. The Pu,e Food Act is amended by adding 
the words "any other article or any substance or 
compou,ld" to the words "article of food" in 
the sections relating to Cldulteration and fals.e 
descriptions: 

2127. December 23rd.-Thc Mines Act '<;07, to be read with the Mines Act 
18go provides for the constitution of a Sludge 
Abatement Board for the purpose of regulating 
hydraulic mining, dredging, and sluicing. Sludge 
abatement trnsts may also be constituted in the 
mining districts of Ballarat and Bendigo. 

2pS. December 23rd.-1'he Closer Settlement Act 1907 amends the Act of 
1904. Power is given to work to the best advan­
t,we bnd acquired until such time as it is mOTe 
convenient to make 'it available for sale, or to 
grant and issue a permit for grazing on such pro­
perty. Provision is made for advances to certain 
lessees, and also to municipalities for the forma­
tion .of roads or channels on estates purchased. 

2129. December 23rd.-The MuniciPal End'owmpnt Act Ig07 fixes the muni­
cipal endowment at /roo,ooo annually, and also 
in a schedule to the Act re-cJassifi,es the boroughs 
and shires. The provisions of this Act are further 
dealt with. under Municipal Statistics. 

_._- --.. ----_._--_ .. _------_ ....... 
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23rd.-The Prahran and Malvern Tramway Trust Act 1907 
confirms an agreement between the city of Prahran 
and the town of Malvern for the constitution of the 
Prahran and Malvern Tramways Trust. 

23rd.-The Railways Standing Committee Act 1907 extends 
the power of referring questions ·to the Committee 
so that electric railways and renewals or improve: 
ments in connexion with existing lines may be 
reported on. The amount .of remuneration payable 
in a financial year to members of the Committee 
is increased from £800 to £1,200. 

23rd.-The Tei'ang Land Act 1907 revokes the permanent. 
reservation of portion .of certain land reserved as 
a site for public purposes at Terang. 

23rd.-The Railway .funds Act 1907 establishes two perma· 
nent railway reserve funds-" The Railway In­
terest Reserve Fund," to be used only. for the 
purP.ose of paying interest on railway loan funds 
t.o the extent to which the net railway revenue 
for the year may be insufficient for the purpose; 
and the "Railway Additions and Improvements 
Fnnd." for additions and improvements on exist­
ing railways, and for equipment. and rolling-stock. 
The surplus railway revenue for any year, after' 
deducting superannnuati.on or retiring allowances, 
compensation, and gratuities, is to be placed one­
hal<f to the credit of each fund until the former 
am.ounts lo £300,000 and the latter to £200,000. 
All . interest accruing from the funds is to be 
applied towards the payment of interest on the 
Railway Loan Funds. 

23rd.-The Drainage oj Land Act 1907 amends the Act 
of 1890 by giving an interpretation of "owner." 

23rd.-The Municipalities Powers Extension Act 1907, to 
be read with the Local Government Act 1903, 
empowers municipal councils to provide and main­
tain sheep dips, and to contribute towards public 
agricultural and other schools and colleges. 

23rd.-The Tolmie Railway Act 1907 authorizes the con­
struction of a line of railway for the purpose of 
encouraging settlement in the county of Delatite, 
deals with the loading of Crown and forest lands 
in the district benefited bv the railway, and gives 
authority for the Railway Construction Trust to 
impose a rate for 20 years to be used for the 
cost of act;uirin'T private land, and in liquidating 
the expenditure incurred in the construction of the 
railway. 

23rd.-The Factories and Shops Act 1907 amends the Fac­
tcwies Acts of the State. It extends the power 
to applv the Speci.,l Board System to-(I) Any 
business whatsoever usually or frequently carried 
on in a shop; (2) any :business of carting or driv­
ing or assisting in carting or driving, either 
genera,lly or in any specified business; (3) any 
specified process, trade, or business connected with 
the erection of building!> or quarrying; (4) any 
business connected with the preparation of fire. 
wood for sale. No Board, howeve1i, can be 
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appointed under. this Act unless sanctioned by a 
vote in both Houses of Parliament. Provision 
is made for payment for overtime and of tea 
money to shop employes. Permission to keep open 
till 8 p.m. may be given by the Minister to certain 
shopkeepers who otherwise are required to close 
their shops at 6 p.m. This permission can only 
be granted to widows, old people, and in cases of 
great hardship. 

23rd.-The Gold Buyers' Act 1907, to come into force on 
the 1st March, 1908, amends the law relating to 
gold-buying. Gold buyers and gold assayers 
must each be licensed, and no person (except a 
bank manager) can hold the two licences. No 
person (except a bank manager) who assays or 
smelts gold is allowed to sell gold. Jewellers 
and oth<:r gold manufacturers may without a 
licence buy gold from the Mint or from a bank 
for manufacturing purposes, but particulars of 
tire transactions must be entered in a book called 
the "Gold entry book." Notice of intention to 
appl y for a licence a~ a gold buyer or assa yer 
must be given to the nearest clerk of petty ses­
sions, who will plac.e in a conspicuous place near 
the front door of the court a copy of the notice and 
the date when the application will be considered, 
together with the names of the ratepayers who 
signed the certificate of character which appeared 
in two consecutive issues oJ a newspaper circu­
lating in the. distriCt. The Justices, if satisfied as 
to the character of the applicant, and that the 
premises where he intends to buy or assay 
gold abut on a public street, and have 
a front door opening on to the street, that 
there. is not on the premises any facility for buy­
ing, selling, smelting, or handling gold illicitly> 
and that the licence is required in the locality,. 
may issue a gold buyer's or assayer's certificate. 
No licences are to be issued to Chinese, licensees 
under the Licensing Acts, or to any manufacturer­
of jewellery or gold. The fee for a licence is 
£2, except in Melbourne, Ballarat, or Bendigo,. 
where it is £5, and the licence holds good until 
the end of the year in which granted. The Secre­
.tary for Mines may grant to any bank a gold, 
buyer's or assayer's licence, or both, for the prin­
cipal office· of the bank, and at a like fee for each, 
branch of the bank to which the licence is to 
apply. The Secretary for Mines may, on pay­
ment of a fee of 205. per annum, issue a special 
gold assayer's licence to any holder of a golrl 
mining lease to assay any gold derived from the 
mine, or may, on payment of a similar fee, issue 
to any person a special licence to buy upon any 
mine copper-plates containing gold, or to 
buy waste products f.rom persons (other than 
miners) who use gold in their trade or profession. 
A Gold entry book must be kept by every licensed 
gold buyer or assayer, in which is to be entered 
all particulars relating to any gold purchased or 

D 
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received, and a certified copy of the entries in 
the book is to be ~osted to the Secretary for 
Mines within three days after the' end of the 
month. The book must also show how the gold 
has been disposed .of. Every buyer and seller 
must enter by way of the front door.' The licence 
and books are to be produced when demanded by 
the police, and the dealer is to inform the 
authorities when any gold supposed _to have been 
stolen comes into his possession. The foOrm ef 
the gold purchased is not to be changed for five 
days. All entries in the Gold-buyer's book are 
deemed toO be made by him, and for false entries 
a penalty not exceeding £100, or six months' im­
prisonment, may be imposed. Smelted gold can­
not be purchased unless the seller supplies a 
satisfactory gold assayer's certificate., showing 
where the geld· was ebtained, and whether alluvial, 
quartz, .or manufactured. All gold. bought must 
be paid for bv cash, ~y cheque, or by placing the 
proceeds to the credit of the seller's account at 
the bank. A 'licensee may require any person 
tendering gold for sale or assay to make a 
declaration specifying the place or mine froOm 
which it was obtained. No transactions ate tp 
be allowed on Sundays or public holidays. On 
week days the hours of business are" between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., but on Saturdays gold may be bought 
or received up till 8 p.m. .A licensee is not to buy 
gold except at his business place, and if the gold 
comes hom another district he must send the 
name and address of the seller toO the officer in 
charge of the nearest police station. A special 
gold licence may be granted to any person in a 
sparsely-populated or remote or mountainous part 
of the State, Gold is not to be bought from nor 
left with anv person on a licensed victualler's 
premises, nor'may a gold bUYer lawfully have in 
his possession any smelting or assaying appliances, 
except a' pestle and mortar. No child under the 
age of fifteen years is allowed to sell gold. No 
person, except a licensee or a mining company, is 
to have any appliance for the treatment of gold 
unless his name and address and the particulars 
and situation of the appliance are registered at 
the nearest police station. The Governor in 
Council may make regulations prescribing the 
form of licences, the books to be kept by the 
licensee, the locality or district for which gold 
buyers' licences may be issued, and all other 
matters necessary for carrying intoO effect the 
provisions of the Act. 
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OFFICIAL AND P4RLIAMENTARY. 

The following return shows the names and periods of office of Gm'ernors 
Governors and Acting Governors of the State, since the first appoint- of Victoria. 

ment of Mr. Charles Joseph La Trobe as Superintendent, in I839 :-

GOVERNORS OF VICTORIA. 

Xame. Date of Assumption 
of Office. 

1, ______ _ 

I 
Charles Joseph La Trobe ... :lOth Sept., 1839 
John Vesey Fitzgerald :Fostel' 8th May, 1854 

(acting) 
Captain Sir Charles Hotham, R.N., 

KC.B. 
22nd June, 1854 

Major-General Edward Macarthur 1st January, 1856 ... 
(acting) 

Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.B. 
Sir Charles Henry Darling, KC. B .... 
Brigadier-General George Jackson 

26th Decen'tber, 1856 
1 Ith Sept., 1863 ... 
7th May, 1866 

Carey, C.B. (acting) 
The Honorable Sir John Henry 15th August, 1866 ... 

Thomas Manners-Sutton, KC.n: 
Sir William Foster Sta.well,Kt. 3rd March, 1873 ... 

(acting) 
Sir George Ferguson Bowen, 31st March, 1873 ... 

G.C.M.G. 
Sir Redmond Barry, Kt. (acting)... 3rd January, 18i5 ... 
Sir William Foster Stawell, Kt, 11th January. 1875 

(act.ing) 
The Most Honorable George Augus- 27th Feb., 1879 

tus Constantine Phipps, Marquis of 
Normanby, G.C.M.G., P.C. 

Sir 'William Foster Stawell, Kt. 18th April, 1884 ... 
(acting) 

Sir Henry Brougham LOCh,{ 
G.GM~.,KCA , 

SirWiliiamFosterStawell,KC.M.G., i 
Lieutenant-Governor (acting) I 

15th Jnly, 1884 ... 
18th October, 1889 
6th Nov., 1886 

Sir 'William Cleaver Francis RObin-{'1 9th March, 1889 ... 
son, G.C. M.G (acting) 16th Nov., 1889 

The Right Honorable John Adrian 'I 28thNovember,1889 
Louis Hope, Earl of Hopetoun. 
G.C.M.G. ' 

The Honorable John Madden, LL.D. J I 26th January, 1893 
(acting) LI 27th March, 1895 

The Right Honorable Baroni' 25th Octoher, 1895 
Brasspy, KC.B. 

{

29th December, 1896 
The Honorable Sir Jol.1ll Madden, ',27th September, 

K.C.M.G., LL.D. (aetmg) i 23rd March, 1898 
The Honorable Sir John. Madden, i 15th January, 1900 

KC.M.G., LL.D., Lleutenant-! 
Governor (acting) I 

DZ 

Date of Retirement 
1roll~ Office. 

5th May, 1-85-l 
22nd June, 1854 

31s t Dec., 1855 

26th Dec., 1856 

loth Sept., 1863 
7th May, 1866 
15th August, J 866 

2nd March, 1873 

19th March, 1873 

22nd Feb., 187!'J 

10th January, 1'875 
14th January, 1876 

18th April, 1884 

15th July, 1884 

8th March, 1889 
15th Nov., 1889 
12th March, 1889 

17th October, 1889 
27th Nov., 1889 
12th July, 1895 

11th May, 1893 
24th October, 189 .... 
31st March, 1900 

16th February, 1891 
10th October, ] 897 
21st October, 1898 
lOth December, 190) 
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GOVERNORS OF VICTORIA-continued. 

Name. 

Sir George Sydenham Clarke, 
K C.M.G., F.R.ti. 

The Honorable Sir John Madden, 
K.C.M.G, LL.D., Lieutenant­
Governor (acting) 

-l--~~-----~ 

I Date of Assumption 
of Office. 

Date of Retirement 
from Office. 

10thLlecember,1901! 24thNovember,1903 

24th ~ovember, 19031 25th April, 1904 

I 

. Major-General Hon. Sir Reginald 
Arthur James Talbot, KC.B. 

25th April, 1904 ... I S till in office 

Ministers of 
the Crown, 
1851 to 
.:1855. 

The Honorable Sir John Madden, 20th Marcb, 1907... 18th Nov., 1907 
G.C.M G., L.L.D., Lieutenant 
Governor (acting) 

Captain William Lonsdale, formerly of the 4th Regiment, was appointed Police Magistrate of 
the District of Port Phillip on the 9th September, 1836, and assumed office on ~he 29th of the same 
month. In that capacity he was in charge of the District until the apPOintment of Mr. C. J. La Trohe, as 
Superintendent. Subsequently, Oaptain Lonsdale acted as Superintendent during the temporary 
absence of Mr. La Trohe, who was called on to administer the Government of Tasmania from the 13th 
October, 1846, to the 25th January, 1847. Sir John Madden appointed Lieutenant·Governor, to act in the 
absence of the Governor, by Commission dated 29th April, 1899. 

The following Ii"st shows the names of Ministers who held office 
from the separation of the Colony from New South W~les in 1851, 
up to the· establishment of responsible government in 1855:-

MINISTERS PRIOR TO RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT. 

Name of Minister. Office. 
-------.. ---~--

William Lonsdale.. Colonial Secretary 
.Alastair Mackenzie Colonial Treasurer 
Charles Hotson Ebden Auditor-General 
Robert Hoddle Surveyol'-General 
Alexander McCrae Chief Postmaster 
William Foster Stawell Attorney-General 
Redmond Barry .. .. ! Solicitor-General 
James Horatio Nelson Cassen.! Collector of Customs 
Edward Eyre 'Villiams : Solicitor-General 
.Jnmes Croke .. i Solicitor-General' 
Frederick Armand Powlett i Colonial Treasurer 
Hugh Culling Eardley Childers, Auditor-General 

.Andrew Clarke .. .. ! Survevor-General 

. John Fitzgerald Leslie Foster II Colonial Secretary 
Hugh Culling Eardley Childers Collector of Customs 
Edward Grimes ! Auditor-General 
Robert ;\lolesworth Solicitor-General 
'Villi am Clark Haines Colonial Secretary 

[ Date of Assumption 1_ "~m 

I }lfith Jmy. 18" 
I} 13th April, 1852 

! 21st July, 1852 
, 30th September, 1852 

11 th October, 1852 
1st July, 1853 
20th July, 1853 
5th December, 1853 
8th December, 1853 
4th January, 1854 
12th December, 1854 
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In the following list will be found the names of the Premiers Ministries, 1855to 1908. of the several Governments from 1855 to the present date:-
MINISTRIES SINCE RESPONSIBr.E GOVERNMENT. 

------- -----------

Number of l\'finistry and 
.N arne of Premier. 

1. William Clark Haines ... 
2: John O'Shanassy 
3. William Clark Haines ... 
4. John O'Shanassy 
5. William Nicholson 
£. Richard Heales 
7. John O;Shanassy 
S. James McCulloch 
9. Charles Sladen 

10. James McCulloch 
II. John Alexander Mac-

Pherson 
12. James McCulloch 

Date of A!'surnption 
of Office. 

28th November, 1855 
_ 11th March, 1857 ... 
29th April, 1857 '" 
10th March, 1858 '" 
27th October, 1859 ... 
26th November, i860 
14th Novemher, 1861 
27th June, 1863 
6th May, 1868 
11th July, 1868 
20th September, 1869 

9th April, 1870 
19th June, 1871 

Date of Retirement 
from Office . 

11th ~larch, 1857 
29th April, 1857 
lOth March, 1858 
27th October, 1859 
26th November, 1860 
14th November, 1861 
27th June, 1863 ... 
6th May, 1868 
11th July, 1868 
20th September, 1869 
9th April, 1870 

19th June, 18il 
lOth June, 1872 13. Charles Gavan Duffy ... 

IA. James Goodall Francis 
15. George Briscoe Kerferd 
1£. Graham Berry 

10th June, 1872 .. 31st July, 1874 

ti. Sir James McCulloch, 

31st July, 1874 ... 7th August, 1875 
20th October, 1875 
21st May, 1877 

7th August, 1875 
20th October, 1875 ... 

Kt. 
Hi. Graham Berry 21st May, 1877 
19. James Service 5th March, 1880 
20. Graham Berry 3rd August, 1880 
21. Sir Bryan O'Loghlen... 9th July, 1881 
22. James Service . 8th March, 1883 
23. Duncan Gillies 18th February, 1886 
24. James Munro 5th November, 1890 
25. William Shiels 16th February, 1892 
26. James Brown Patterson . 23rd. J auuary, 1893 
27. Sir George Turner,P.C., I· 27th September, 1894 

K.C.M.G. 
28. Allan McLean ... 15th December, 1899 
29. Sir George Turner, P,C"I 19th November, 1900 

K.C.M.G. , 
30. Sir Alexander James 12th February, 1901 

Peacock, K.C.M.G. 
31. William Hill Irvine 
32. Thomas Bent 

10th Jnne, 1902 ... 
16th February, 1904 

5th March, 1880 
3rd August, 1880 
9th July, 1881 
8th March, 1883 
18th February, 1886 
5th November, 1890 
16th February, 1892 
23rd January, 1893 
27th September, ]894 
5th December, 1899 

19th November, 1900 
12th February, 1901 

loth June, 1902 ... 

16th February, 1904 
Still in office 

Duration 
of Office. 

Days. 
469 
49 

315 
.596 
396 
353 
590 

1,775 
66 

436 
201 

436 
357 
781 
372 

74 
579 

1,019 
151 
340 
607 

1,078 
1,722 

469 
343 
612 

1,895 

350 
85 

483 

616 

On the 16th February, 1904, the Irvine Ministry resigned, the TheB~n.t Premier, Mr. Irvine, and the Minister of Railways, the late -Mr. tr~IT~~:s­Shiels, retiring on account of ill-health. The Lieutenant-Governor intrusted the formation of a new Government to the Hon. Thos. Bent, who held office in the Irvine Ministry as Commissioner of Public Works and Minister of Health. The task was undertaken successfully. Mr. Bent took the offices of Treasurer and Minister of Railways in the new Ministry; Messrs. Davies, Sachse, Taverner, Murray, and Pitt retained the same positions that they held im the previous Ministry; Mr. Cameron was placed in charge of the de­partments of Public Health and Public Works in lieu of the Mines 
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and Water Supply Departments then under his control; Mr. McLeod, 
an honorary Minister in the Irvine Government, was appointed Min· 
ister of Mines, and Mr. Thos. Langdon was selected as an honorary 
Minister. On the 18th February, 1904, Mr. J, E. Mackey was ap­
pointed honorary] Minister. On the 19th February Mr. Taverner reo 
signed the portfolios of Minister of Lands and Agriculture (subse­
quently being appointed Agent·General), which were taken by Mr. 
Murray, then Chief Secretary and Minister of Labour, the latter offices 
being filled by Sir Samuel Gillott. On the loth March Mr. McLeod 
was appointed Minister of Water Supply pending the arrival from 
England of Mr. George Swinburne, who assumed administration on 
the 26th April. On the 8th November Mr. Murray resigned the 
office of Minister of Agriculture, retaining that of Minister of Lands, 
and Mr. Swinburne took up the duties in addition to those of the 
Water Supply Department. On the same date Mr. McLeod was 
appointed Minister of Mines and Forests instead of Minister of 
Mines. 

Mr. Murray resigned the portfolio of Miriister of Lands on 15th 
August, 1906, and Mr. Mackey was appointed to the position on the 
17th August, 1906. Sir S. Gillott vacated the office of Chief Secre­
tary and Minister of Labour on the 4th December, 1906. Mr; Lang-
don temporarily took charge of the Department from 4th January. to 
22nd February, 1907, at which date Sir A. J. Peacock, K.C.M.G., 

Th~ .State assumed control, Mr. Langdon retiring from the Ministry. On the 
~~~1~~7art. 21st February, 1907, Messrs. D. Mackinnon and J. A. Boyd joined 
ment.. the Ministry as honorary Ministers. In April, 1908, Ministers and 

their offices were as follow :-

STATE MINISTRY. 

Name. 

Bent, Thomas 

Davies, John Mark, M.L.C. 
Mackey, John Emanuel 

Peacock, Sir Alexander J., 
K.C.M.G. 

. Sachse, Arthur Otto, M.L.C. 

Cameron, Ewen Hugh' 

McLeod, Donald .,. 
Swinburne, George 

Pitt, William, M.L.C. 
Mackinnon, Donald 

Boyd, J ames Arthur 

Office. 

Premier, Treasurer, Minister of Railways, 
and a Vice-President of the Board of Land 
and Works. 

Attorney-General, Solicitor-General. 
President of the Board of Land and Works 

and Commissioner of Crown Lands and 
Survey. 

Chief Secretary and Minister of Labour. 

Minister of Public Instruction, Vice-President 
of the Board of Land and Works. 

Minister of Public Health, Commissioner of 
Public Works, and Vice-President of the 
Board of Land and Works. 

Minister of Mines and Forests. 
Minister of Water Supply and Minister of 

Agriculture. 
Honorary Minister. 
Honorary Minister. 
Honorary Minister. 
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MEMBERS OF THE STATE PARLIAMENT, 1908 . 

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

President: The Hon. Sir Henry J. Wrixon, K.C.M.G., K.C. 

-------------------------------~-

Name of Province. 

Bendigo 

East Yarra 

Gippsland 

Melbourne 

Melbourne East 

Melbourne North .. 

Melbourne South .. 

Melbourne West .. 

Nelson 

Northern 

North-Eastern 

North -Western 

Southern 

South-Eastern 

:South-Western 

Wellington 

Western 

Name of :Member. 

Han. J. Sternberg 
Han. A. Hicks 
Han. J. Balfour .. 
Han. E. Miller 
Han. E. J. Crooke 
Han. W. Pearson 
Han. W. Cain 
Han. J. 1\1. Davies (Attorney-General and Soli-

citor-General) . 
Han. W. Pitt (Honorary Minister) 
Han. A. McLellan 
Han. D. Melville 
Han. W. J. Evans 

I 

Han. T. H. Payne 
Han. T. Luxton .. 
Han. J. G. Aikman 
Han. W. H. Edgar 
Han. E. H. Austin 
Han. J. D. Brown 
Han. W. L. Baillieu 
Han. R. H. S. Abbott 
Han. A. O. Sachse (Minister of Public Instruc-

tion) 
Han. W. Little 
Han. R. B. Rees .. 
Han. F. Hagelthorn 
Han. Dr. W. H. Embling 
Han. N. FitzGerald (Chairman of Committees) 
Han. J. C. Campbell 
Han. D. E. McBryde 
Han. T. C. Harwood 
Han. Sir Henry J. Wrixon, K.C.M.G., K.C., 

(President) 
Han. F. Brawn 
Han. J. Y. McDonald 
Han. W. S. Manifold 
Han. E. J. White 

Date of 
Retirement. 

1910 
191:1 
1910 
191:1 
1910 
191:1 
1910 
1913 

1910 
191:l 
1910 
191:1 
1910 
191:l 
1910 
191:l 
1910 
191:l 
1910 
1913 
1910 

1913 
1910 
1913 
1910 
1913 
1910 
1913 
1910 
1913 

1910 
1913 
1910 
1913 

Clerk of Parliaments and of the Legislative Council: Sir G. H. Jenkins, C.M.G. 

Clerk Assistant: J. M. Pitts. 

Usher and Accountant: R. W. V. McCall. 

Clerk of Committees and Clerk of the Papers: H. H. Pearson. 
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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Speaker: Hon. Frank Madden. 

Name of Electoral District. 

Abbotsford 
Albert Park 
Allandale 

Ballaarat East 
Ballaarat West 
Barwon 

, Benalla 
Benambra 
Bendigo East 
Bendigo West 
Boroondara 
Borung 
Brighton 

Brunswick 
Bnlla 
Carlton 
Castlemaine and Maldon 
Collingwood 
Dalhousie 
Dandenong 
Daylesford 

Dundas 
Eaglehawk 
East Melbourne 
Essendon ' 
Evelyn 

Fitzroy 
Flemington 
Geelong 
Gippsland East 
Gippsland North 
Gippsland South 
Gippsland West 
Glenelg 
Goulburn Valley 
Grenville 
Gnnbower 
Hampden 
Hawthorn 

Jika Jika 
Kara Kara 
Koronf!' 
Lowan 
Maryborough 
Melbourne 
Morning-ton 

North Melbourne 
Ovens 
Polwarth 
Port Fairy 
Port Melbourne 

Name of l\Iembet". 

Wm. D. Beazley. 
Geo. A. Elmslie. 
Hon. Sir A. J. Peacock, K.C.M.G. (Chief 

Secretary and Minister of Labour). 
Hon. R. McGregor. 
Hon. J. W. Kirton. 
J. F. Farrer. 
J. J. Carlisle. 
A. W. Craven (Chairman 'of Committees). 
T. Glass. 
D. Smith. 
Hou. Frank Madden (Speaker). 
W. Hutchinson. 
Hon. Thomas Bent (Premier, Treasurer, and 

Minister of Railways). 
F. Anstey. 
A. R. Robertson. 
F. H. Bromley. 
H. S. W. Lawson. 
E. Wilkins. 
R.' 1. Argyle. 
W. S. Keast. 
Hon. D. McLeod (Minister of Mines and 

Forests). 
J. Thomson. 
T. Tunnec1iffe. 

H. Weedon. 
Hon. W. A. Watt. 
Hon. E: H. Cameron (Minister of Public: 

Health and Commissioner of Public Works). 
J. W. Billson. 
E. C. Warde. 
Hon. W. Gun. 
J. Cameron. 
H. P. Keogh. 
T. Livingston. 
Hon. J: E. Mackey (Minister of Lands). 
H. J. M. Campbell. 
Hon. George Graham. 
D. C. McGrath. 
J. Cullen. 
D. S. Oman. 
Hon. George Swinburne (Minister of Water 

Supply and Agriculture). 
J. G. Membrey. 
P. ~Bride. 
Hon. Thos. Langdon. 
\{, Stanley. 
Hon. A. R. Outtrim. 
Hon. J. A. Boyd (Honorary Minister). 
A. Downward. 
G. M. Prendergast. 
A. A. Billson. 
C. L. Forrest. 
J. F. Duffus. 
G. Sangster. 
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MEMBERS OF THE STATE PARLIAMENT, 1908--LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY-Continued. 
Name of Electoral District. 

Prahran 
Richmond 
Rodney 
St. Kilda 
Stawell and Ararat 
Swan Hill 
Toorak 
Upper Goulburn 
Walhalla 
Wangaratta 
Waranga 
Warrenheip 
Warrnambool 
Williamstown 

Name of Menlber. 

Hon. D. Mackinnon (Honorary Minister). 
G. H. Bennett. 
H. McKenzie. 
R. G. McCutcheon. 
R. F. Toutcher. 
J. Gray. 
N. Bayles. 
T. Hunt. 
A. Harris. 
J. Bowser. 
J. W. Mason. 
G. F. Holden. 
Hon. John Murray. 
J. Lemmon. 

Clerk of the Assembly: T. G. ·Watson, C.M.G. 
Clerk Assistant and of Private Bills: H. H. Newton. 
Reader and Clerk of the Record: H. F. Mortley. 
Clerk of the Papers: J. M. Worthington. 
Accountant and Clerk: W. R. Heywood. 
Chief Hansard Reporter: E. B. Loughran. 

FOREIGN CONSULS. 

73 

The following is a return of Consuls of foreign countries . for 
Victoria during the year I907 :-

Bosschart, W. L. 
Lyle, M. 
. Were, F. W. 
Bray, John P. 
Sanders, Lewis 
Huylebroeck, F. 
Moore, Frederick H. 
Ryan, Dr. Charles 
Bertola, ·Cav. C. 
Waddell, G. W. 
Pinard, A. 
Takeda, I. 
Walsh, F. 
Romcke, Otto 
Irmer, George 

Name. 

Tillock, Don Diego T. 
Jehlitschka, H. 
Love, J. R. 

Pinschof, Carl A. 
Meyer, S. (Chancellor) ... 
Brahe, William Alexander 
Stahel, G. 
Hunter, David 
Langdon, Charles P. 

CONSULS-G~NERAL. 

CONSULS. 

Countries Represented. 
Netherlands. 
Colombia. 
Denmark . 
United States. 
Liberia. 
Belgium. 
Hawaii. 
Turkey. 
Italy. 
Peru. 
France. 
Japan. 
Honduras. 
Norway. 
Germany. 
Argentine Republic. 
Austria-H un gary . 
Greece. 

Austria-Hungary. 
Austria-Hungary. 
German Empire. 
Swiss Confederation. 
Japan. 
Hawaii. 
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CONSULs-continued. 

Pfaff, Alfred 
Jack, W. L. 
Driffield, L. G. 

Name. 

Abourizk, W. (Chancellor, &c.) 
De Possel, H. 
Curtain, R. 
Walters, H. A .. .. 
Hedenstrom, M. ' .. . 
Corte, Cav. Pasquale 
Vanderkelen, F. 
Paxton, J. M. 
De Bavay, A. 
Cave, Henry 
Oldham, J. 
Assche, O. Van 
Medina, R. 
McKinley, A. 
Phillips, E. 

Countries Represent~ 

Peru. 
Portugal. 
Chile. 
Turkey. 
Bolivia. 
Greece. 
Uruguav. 
Russia. -
Italy. 
Belgium. 

Venezuela. 
Guatamala. 
Spain. 
Servia. 
Nether lands. 
Nicaragua. 

Mexico. 
Ecuador and Panama. 

DEPUTY CONSUL-GENERAL. 

Bouton, W. K. 

Merrill, A. P. 

Gollin, Alfred 
Holdenson, P. J. 
Maistre, M. P .... 
Belcher, George Frederick 
Gundersen, H. J. 
Martin, G. 
Moore, A. E. 
Sheppard, H. A. 
Pirandello, A. 

VICE-CONSUL-GENli:RAL, 

VICE-CONSULS. 

United States. 

United States. 

Argentine Republic. 
Denmark. 
France. 

Sweden and Denmark. 
Norway. 
Norway. 
Liberia. 
Brazil, United Statesof, 
Italy. 

PR1NCIPAL STATE OFFICERS. 

Appended is a list of ~he pr,incipal officers in the Public Service 
of Victoria, including the judiciary and other officers not under the 
provisions of the Public Service Acts. Officers of Parliament are 
gjven above, in -conjunction with members of the Houses. Those in 
the Departments of Trade and Customs, Post and Telegraph, and 
Defence are given under the section dealing with the Commonwealth, 
of which those Departmer.ts now form a part:-
Chief Justice 

Puisne Judges 

County Court Judges 

The Hon. Sir John Madden, G.C.M.G., 
LL.D. 

Thomas A'Beckett. 
H. E. A. Hodges. 
J. H. Hood. 
L F. B. Cussen. 
A. W. Chomley. 
W. E. Johnston. 
J. G. Eagleson. 
J. B. Box. 
W. H. Moule. 
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PRINCIPAL STATE OFFICERs-continued. 

Master-in-Equity and Lunacy and 
Commissioner of Taxes 

Commissioner of Titles 
Public Service Commissioner 
Inspector-General of the Insane 
Agent-General, London 
Auditor-General 
Chairman of the Board of Public 

Health and Medical Inspector 
Chief Commissioner of Police ••• 
Curator of Estates of Deceased 

Persons 
Director of Agriculture 
Chief Crown Prosecutor ... 
Chief Clerk, Supreme Court 
Government Botanist 
State Rivers and Water Supply 

Commissioners­
Chairman 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

T. P. Webb, K.C. 

E. T. de Verdon, K.C. 
C. A. Topp, M.A., I.S.O. 
Dr. W: E. Jones. 
Hon. J. W. Taverner. 
F. H. Bruford. 
Dr. W. P.· Norris. 

T. O'Callaghan. 
Dr. T. F. Bride. 

Dr. T. Cherry. 
C. B. Finlayson, K.C. 
G. H. Neighbour, K.C. 
Dr. A. J. Ewart. 

Elwood Mead, C.E. 
G. Garson, C.E. 
W. Cattanach. 

C>!IEF SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT. 

Under Secretary .. 
Chief Clerk 
Chief Electoral Inspector 
Audit Office 
Executive Council, &c. 

Explosives 
Friendly Societies 
Government Shorthand Writer 
Government Medical Officer 
Government Statist 
Inspection of Factories 
Inspection of Stores 
Marine Board 
Mercantile Marine 
Neglected Children and Reform. 

atorv Schools 
Observafory 
Penal and Gaols ... 
~I~e • 
Public Library, Museums, and 

National Gallery 
Public Service Commissioner 

G. C. Morrison. 
W. A. Callaway. 
H. E. Macdowell. 
Chief Clerk, G. W. Fyfe. 
Clerk to the Council and Secretary to 

Premier, R. S. Rogers. 
Chief Inspector, C. N. Hake. 
Actuary, D. Barry, Acting. 
H. E. Wade. 
Dr. J. A. O'Brien. 
E. T. Drake, F.S.S .. 
Chief Inspector, H. Ord. 
Inspector, A. Roche. 
Secretary, J. G. McKie. 
Superintendent. C. A. Parsons. 
Secretary, T. Smith. 

Government Astronomer, P. Baracchi. 
Inspector-General, E. C. Connor. 
Chief Clerk, .T. Bedell. 
Chief Librarian and Secretary, E. 

La T. Armstrong, B.A., LL.B. 
Secretary, J. D. Merson. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 

Under-Treasurer 
Acc9untant 
Chief Clerk 

Receiver and Paymaster, Melbourne 
Inspector of Charities 
Tender Board 
Income Tax 

Government Printer 

H. W. Meakin, I.S.0. 
M. A. Minogue. 
C. H. Wheatland. 
J. W. Stranger. 
F. T. Short. 
Secretary, T. M. Callan. 
Deputy Commissioner, V. E. Hender· 

son. 
J. Kemp. 
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PRINCIPAL STATE OFFICERs-continued. 
DEPARTME:<r.r 

Director of Education 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Chief Inspector ... 
Assistant Chief Inspector. .. 
Training College 
Secretary 

Frank Tate, lvf.A., 1.S.0. 
S. J. Swindley. 

. W. Hamilton, B.A. 
Principal, Dr. John Smyth. 
C. W. H. James. 

LAW DEPARTMENT. 

Secretary 
Parliamentary Draftsman 
Crown Solicitor ... 
Police Magistrates 
Chief Clerk and Accountant (Acting) 
Master-in-Equity's Office •... 

Prothonotary 
Sheriff 
Registrar of County Courts, &c. 
Comptroller of Stamps, &c. 
Registrar-General 

W. R. Anderson. 
E. Carlile, ICC. 
E. T. D. Guinness, 1.S.0. 
P. J. Dwyer and 18 others. 
A. T. Lewis. 
Chief Clerk and Officer for Assessing 

Duty, J. F. Poole. 
Registrar of Probates, VV. MacDonald. 
J. W. O'Halloran. 
1. Martin. 
D. F. McGrath. 
J. Davidson. 
T. Byrne. 

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEY. 

Secretary for Lands 
Surveyor-General 
Chief Clerk 
Director of Botanic Gardens and 

Domain, &c. 
Closer Settlement 

J. W. Skene. 
J. M. Reed, 1.S.0. 
J. Macgibbon. 
W. R. Guilfoyle. 

Secretary, J. E. Jenkins. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC \VORKS. 

Secretary for Public Works 
Inspector-General of Public Works 
Chief Clerk and Accountant 
Architects 
Engineer Ports and Harbors 
Engineer Roads, Bridges, and 

Harbor' Works 

D. Martin, 1.S.0. 
W. Davidson. 
R. 1. Cullen. 
J. H. Marsden and 2 others. 
C. W. Maclean. 
C. Catani, C.E. 

40 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND WATER SUPPLY. 

Secretary for Mines and Water 
Supply 

Chief Engineer of Water Supply ... 
Director of Geological Survey 
Chief Clerk 
Chief Mining Inspector 
Chief Draughtsman and Mining 

Surveyor 

W. Dickson. 

Elwood Mead, C.E. 
E. J. Dunn. 
P. Cohen. 
A. H. Merrin. 
G. Groube. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 

Secretary J. W. Colville. 
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PRINCIPAL STATE OFFICERs-continued. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

S·ecretary for Agriculture ... 
G<lvernment Analytical Chemist 
Entomologist ... . .. 
Inspector of Food for Export 
Chief Inspector of Stock. 
Veterinary 
En,gineer 

E. G. Duffus. 
W. P. Wilkinson. 
C. French, sen. 
Dr. A. A. Brown. 
J. R. Weir. 
Chief Inspector, S. S. Cameron. 
A. S. Kenyo·n. 

STATE FORESTS DEPARTMENT. 

Secretary 
Conservator 

"V. Dickson. 
(Vacant). A. VI'. Crooke, Acting. 

DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS 

77 

Commissioners T. Tait (Chairman), W. Fitzpatrick, 
C. Hudson. 

Secretary 
Chief Engineer for Railway Con­

struction 
General Passenger and Freight 

Agent 
General Superintendent of Trans­

portation 
Superintendent Passenger Train 

Service 
Superintendent Goods Train Service 
Chief Accountant ... 
Assistant Accountant 
Auditor of Receipts 
Chief Mechanical Engineer 
Workshops Manager 
Chief Engineer of Ways and 

Works 
Engineer of Works 
Engineer of Way ... 
Telegraph Supermtendent 

L. J. McClelland. 
M. E. Kernot. 

E. B. Jones. 

S. Jones. 

J. A. Robertson. 

John Richm·ond. 
Lt.-Col. J. W. Hacker, V.p. 
T~ .. F. Brennan. 
W. G. Ritchie. 
T. H. Woodroffe . 

. T. Smith. 
C. E. Norman. 

J. H. Fraser. 
E. H. Ballard. 
W. A. Holmes. 

ROYAL MINT (UNDER IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT). 

Deputy Master 
Superintendent of Bullion Office 
First Assayer 
R"egistrar and Accountant 
First Clerk . 

E. S. Wardell. 
Major M. L. Bagge. 
F. R. Power. 
A. M. Le Soud. 
W. M. Robins. 

COMMISSIONERS OF LAND TAX. 

C. A. Topp, Public Service Commissioner (Chairman); J. M. Reed, Surveyor 
General; and D. Martin, Secretary for Public Works. 
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MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY. 
Return of the Professors, Lecturers, and Demonstrators of the 

Melbourne University during the year 1907 :-

Office. 
Mathema tics 
History and Political Economy 
Anatomy and Pathology 
Engineering 
Classical Philology 
Mental and Moral Philosophy 
Chemistry... ... 
BIology 
Natural Philosophy 
Law 
Music 
Physiology and Histology 
Geology and Mineralogy 
Anatomy 

Botany 

PROFESSORS. 
Name. 

Nanson, E. J., M.A. 
Elkington, J. S., M.A., LL.B. 
Allen, H. B., ·M.D., B.S. 
Kernot, W. C., M.A., M.C.E. 
Tucker, T. G., M.A., Litt.D. 
Laurie, H., LL.D. 
Masson, D.O., M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S. 
Spencer, W. B., C.M.G., M.A., F.R.S. 
L)de, T. R., M.A., D.Sc. 
Moore, W. H., B.A., LL.B. 
Peterson, Franklin S., Mus. Bac. 
Osborne, W. A., M.B., B.Ch., D.Se. 
Skeats, E. W., D.Sc., F.G.S. 

Berry, :R. J. A., M.D., Ch.M., 
F.R.C.S., F.R.S.E. 

Ewart, A. J., D.Sc., Ph.D., F.L.S. 

LECTURERS. 

Equity 
Law of Contracts 
Wrongs 
Law of Property 
Classics 'and Philology 
Mathematics 
Natural Philosophy (Evening) 
French 
German 
Surgery . 
Theory and Practice of Medicine 
Obstetrics and DiReases of Women ... 
Forensic Medicine ... 
Therapeutics, Dietetics, and Hygiene 

Bac1:eriology 
Mining 
Archi tecture 
Civil Engineering ... 
Classics (Evening) 
Metallurgy 

" Engineering 
Education 
English 
Logic (EveninR') 
History (Evening) 

Mackey, J. E., M.A., LL.B. 
Duffy, F. G., M.A., LL.B. 
Woinarski, C. J. Z., M.A., LL.M. 
Guest, W. C., M.A., LL.B. 
Kerry, Wm., M.A. 
Michell, J. H., M.A., F.R.S. 
Grant, Kerr, M.Sc. 
Maurice·Carton, F. 1., M.A., B.es L. 
von Dechend, W. 

Bird, F. D., M.B., M.S., M.R.C.S. 
Jamieson, J., M.D., M.S. 
Adam, G. R. W., M.D., M.S. 
Mollison, C. H., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.S. 
Springthorpe, J. W., M.A., M.D., 

M.R.C.P. 
iBull, R. J., M.D., B.S. 
Merrin, A. H., M.C.E. 
Hend,erson, A. M., M.C.E. 
Fowler, T. W., M.e.E., M. lnst. C.E. 
Cornwall, E. W., B.A. 
Mills, A. L. 
Mousley, ,F., Assoc. R.S.M., F.I.C. 
Higg'ins, Geo., M.C.E. 
Smyth, J., M.A., D.Ph. 
Murdoch,W. L. F., M.A. 
Latham, J. G., M.A., LL.M. 
Arthur, J. A., M.1\., LL.M. 
Shann, E. O. G., M.A. 

LECTURERS AND DEMONSTRATORS. 

Chemistry 

Biology 
Natural Philosophy 
Physiology and Histology 
Bio.Chemistry 

Green, W. H., D.Sc., and Steele, B. 
D., D.Sc. 

Hall, T. S., M.A. 
Love, E. F. J., M.A., F.R.A.S. 
Fielder, W., F.R.M.~ 
Rothera, A. C. H., B.A., M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 
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MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY-continued. 
DEMONSTRATORS. 

Office. Name. 
Mack~nzie, W. C., M.D., B.S., 

F.R.C.S. 
Anatomy 

" (Massage Students) 
Physiology (Massage Students) 
Pathology 

Dra~ing 
Petrology 
Bacteriology 

" Geology 
Natural Philosophy 
Biology 

Murphy, J. T., M.D;, B.S. 
Robertson, A. W. D., M.n., B.S_ 
Strahan, S. G., M.B., B.S. 
Hewlett, H. M., M.B., B.S. 
Sewell, S. V., M.B., B.S. 
Dane, P. G., M.B., B.S. 
Lupson, J. T. 
Grayson, H. J. 
Sayee, A. O. 
Adeney, A. W. 
Davies, Muriel, M.B., B.S. 
SUmmers, H. St. J., B.Sc. 
Gray, T. A. 
Sweet, Georgina, D.Sc. 
Bage, A. F., B.Sc. 

OFFICE STAFF. 

Registrar 
Chief Clerk 
Librarian 

Cornwall, \V. E., M.A. 
James, J. F. C. 

romby, E. H., M.A. 

THE MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN BOARD OF 
WORKS. 

Chairman ... Major W. J. C,. Riddell. 
Commissioners-

Sir A. Snowden, M.L.C., W. Strong, J.P., W. Cook, Hon. J. G. Aikman. 
J.P., M.L.C., J. H. Gardiner, A. L. Crichton, W. W. Cabena, Jacob 
Marks, .J.P., Frank Stapley, representing the City of Melbourne. 

J. Baragwanath, J.P., J. S. White, J.P.,_ John stoss, W. O. Strangward. 
J.P., representing the City of South Melbourne. . 

E. Naylor, Hon .. T. Luxton, M.L.C., H. Upton, J.P., representing the 
City of Prahran. 

J. Gahan, J.P., \V. Rain, J.P., representing the City of Collingwood. 
J. G. Yager, J.P., George R. Fitzroy. 

Jeffries, J. P. 
E. Crawcour, G. W. Freeman, J.P. 
S. Jacoby, .J.P., G. Connibere, J.P. 
F. E. Shillabeer 
J. S. Riddell, J.P. 
Thos. Passfield 
T. Wilson, .J.P. 
Robert Beckett, J. P. 
Robt. L. Phillips 
A. E. Young 
Alex. Cameron 
Chas. Mitchell 
Geo. S. Walter 
W. H. Treganowan, T.P. " 

T~~n of 

" 

E. A. Atkins, representing the Borough of Kew. 
Eli Williams " Coburg. 
T. Latham, J.P. Shire of Heidelberg. 
C. T. Crispe, J.P. Preston. 

Secretary Geo. A. Gibbs. 
Treasurer ... R. Richardson. 
Engineer-in-Chief ... C. E. Oliver, M·.C.E. 
Designing Engineer C. Kussmaul. 

Richmond .. 
St. Kilda. 
Footscray. 
Hawthorn. 
Brunswick. 
Brighton. 
CamberwelL 
Caulfield. 
Essendon. 
Malvern. 
Northcote. 
Port Melbourne. 
Williamstown. 
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MELBOURNE HARBOR TRUST. 

t ••• 

CJmmissioners appointed by-
Governor-in-Council ... 

Corporation of Melbourne 
Municipality of South Melbourne 

Port Melbourne 
Williamstown 

" 
. Footscray 

Shipowners registered at Mel­
bourne 

Merchants of Melbourne 

Secretary 
Treasurer 
Engineer 
Harbor Master 

J. S White; Hon. W. Pitt, M.L.C. 
(Chairman); J. B. Tucker; Hon. 
D. Melville, M.L.C.; D. Meth 
ven. 

W. Strong, T. J. Davey. 
A. Parker. 
O. Sinclair. 
W. H. Treganowan 
J. Stewart . 
H. C. Pigott 
W. T. Appleton. 
E. N orthcote. 
C. Duckett. 
G. Lush. 
W. M. McPherson. 
R. P. Rudd. 

J. H. McCutchan. 
John Halliday. 
VV. G. Vincent. 

GEELONG HARBOR TRUST. 

Commissioners-

Secretary 
Engineer 
Inspecting Engineer 
Harbor Master, Geelong 

G. F. Holden (Chairman); E. H. Las· 
celles, J. Hill. 

\V. S. Crowle. 
A. C. Mackenzie. 
Geo. S. Richardson. 
Captain George A. Molland. 

BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 
Chairman and Medical Inspector 
Members 

Port Health Officers 

Wm. Perrin Norris, M.D., D.P.H. 
Hon. J. Styles, appointed by Governor 

in Council. 
W. Burton, City of Melbourne. 
J. Johnston, M.D., North Yarra Group. 
F. G. Wood, J.P., South Yarra Group. 
J. P. Carolin, Eastern Country 

Boroughs. 
J. J. Brokenshire, Western Country 

Boroughs. 
A. H. Smith, J.P., Eastern Shires. 
H. A. Austin, J.P., Western Shires. 
J. C. Johnston, M.B., 'Quarantine Sta· 

tion, Portsea. 
H. R. Maclean, M.B., Port of Mel. 

bourne. 
H. Howard, M.B., Port of Melbourne. 
J. H. 'Sleeman, M.B., Portland. 
W. H. Orchard, M.B., Port Fairy. 
T. J. M. Kennedy, M.B., Geelong. 
H. 1. Holmes, M.D., Warrnambool. 
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Vice-President 
Members 
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Archibald Currie. 
W. D. Garside. 
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c. W. Maclean, A. Agnew, R. Dickins, 
D. Y. Syme, C. F. Orr, J. McK. 

Corby, G. W. Lilley, J. G. Little, 
H. Helfrage, J. Ogilvie. 

Examiner in Navigation and Seaman- H. Goodrham. 
ship 

Examiner in Pilotage 
Counsel 
Secretary 

G. Bevis. 
E. J. D. Guinness. 
.1. G. McKie. 

COURT OF MARINE INQUIRY. 
President 
Skilled Members 

Senior Police Magistrate presiding. 
J. A. Roberts, J. F. Anderson, A. Dun­

bar, V. E. E. Gotch, J. Garson, 
T. Boyd, A. McCowan, J. Sloss, 
J, Tozer, W. H. Panter. 

LICENCES REDUCTION BOARD. 
Chairman 
Members 

Secretary 
Accountant 

Chas. L. Andrews, B.A., LL.B. 
Robert Barr. 
Thomas F. Cumming. 
James Lock. 
W. H. Banks. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 
Amongst the various enactments which became law for Victoria 

on its separation from New South Wales, was a provision in the 
Imperial Act authorizing the Governor to incorporate the inhabitants 
of every county to· form districts for the purpose of local govern­
ment, and to establish elective District Councils, with power to frame 
by-laws for makimg and maintaining. roads, establishing schools, levy­
ing local tolls and rates, &c. Many of the provisions of the Act 
were found to be unworkable and expensive in the details, and the 
Distriot Councils therefore discontinued their meetings and practical 
working under the Act. Improved legislation being required, an Act 
was passed in 1853 establishing a central Road Board for the whole 
Colony, with an Inspector-General, and staff, and also providing for 
the creation of local Road Districts under the management of Roan 
Boards. This Act made provision chiefly for local government in 
country districts, and the greater part of it remained in force until 
1863, when it was repealed, and replaced by the Roads Districts 
anti Shires Act. In the meanwhile suburban districts and towns 
were growing up, and in 1859 an Act was passed for the establish­
ment of municipal institutions in Victoria. This Act also continued 
in force till 1863, when it3 chief provisions were merged into the 
Municipal Corporations Act. Further improvements and extensions 
have been from time to time made in the Acts dealing with local 
government, and it is now practically universal throughout Victoria) 
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all but about 1 per cent. of its whole area being divided into urban 
on rural municipal districts. The former are called cities, towns, 
and boroughs, ,and the latter shires~ . 

The laws' relating to local government were amended and 
consolidated by the Local Government Act I903, passed on 
24th December, 1903. The councils of municipalities have power 
to levy rates, which, together with licence-fees, subsidies received 
from the State, market dues, rents, and sanitary charges, form their 
chief sources of income. Their principal functions are to make, 
maintain, and control all streets, roads, bridges, ferries, culverts, 
sewers, drains, water-courses, and jetties within their respective 
boundaries j also, under proper by-laws, to control the traffic, regulate 
the markets, pounds, abattoirs, baths, places of recreation, 
and the arrangements for sewerage, lighting, water supply, and 
carrying on of noxious trades, and to act as local Boards of Health. 

Any portion of Victoria, not exceeding in area ,nine square miles, 
amd having no point in such area distant more than six miles . from' 
any other point therein, which contains at least 500 householders, and 
rateable property capable of yielding £300 per annum upon a rate of 
one shilling in the pound, may be constituted a borough. Any borough 
having during the preceding financial year a revenue of £10,000 
may be declared a town j or, having a revenue of £20,000, may be 
declared a city. Any portion of Victoria containing rateable pro­
perty capable of yielding £1,5°0 on a rate of one shilling in the 
pound may be constituted a shire. There are 60 cities, towns, and 
boroughs in Victoria, and 146 shires. The Govemo:: in Council may 
unite any two or more boroughs which form one contiguous area so 
as to form one borough, notwithstanding that the area would exceed 
the limits above ~pecified; may unite any number of municipalities, 
one of which is a shire, which form one contiguous area, so as to 
form one shire; and may sever any portion of a municipal distrirt 
and attach it to another, annex an outlying district, subdivide any 
municipal district into any number of divisions not exceeding eight, 
alter the boundaries, or abolish the subdivisions. 

Townships. On petition by twenty-five ratepayers resident in any portion, not 
exceeding three square miles in extent, of any shire, and distamt more 
than ten miles from the City of Melbourne, the Governor in Council 
may proclaim such portion a township. 

Municipal Each municipality existing at the commencement of the original 
councillors. Act-now incorporated in tQe Act of 1903-is .allowed the number 

of councillors then assigned to it; but in other cases the number 
must be some'multiple of three, not less than six nor mare than 24. 
The number is usually nine. If the district is subdivided, the num­
ber of councillor.> is three for each subdivision. If at any time 
in any municipality there is no councilor not enough councillors try 
form a quorum" a commissioner may be appointed by the Governor 
in Council to exercise the powers of the council., Male persons liable 
to be rated in respect of property in the municipal district of the 
rateable annual v~l:ue of £20 at least, whether consisting of one or 
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more tenements, are qualified to hold the office of councillor. The 

election of councillors takes place annually. .One-third of the coun­

cillors retire each year by rotation, but retiring councillors may be 

re-elected. The councillors elect their own chairman, who, in the 

case of cities, towns,. and boroughs, is called the mayor ;in the case 

of shires, the president. 
Every person (male or female) 21 years of age or upwards, Municipal 

liable to be rattd in respect of property within a municipal district, electors. 

in respect of which all rates, made before loth March of the year, 

have been paid, shall be entitled to be enrolled as a voter. Plurality 

of votes is allowed upon the following scale:-

IN CITIES, TOWNS, AND BOROUGHS. 

Properties rated at an annual vahle of under £50 ... One vote. 

£50 to £100 Two votes. 

£100 and upwards Three votes. 

IN SmRES. 

Properties rated at an annual value of under £25 ... One vote. 

" " " £25 to £75 Two votes. 

" " 
£75 and upwards Three votes. 

No person may be enrolled in respect of property rated under 

£5 a year, unless there is a house on the property, and he resides 

there. The occupier and the owner are not to be both enrolled in 

respect of the one property, the former having the prior right to 

enrolment. Corporations liable to be rated may nominate not more 

than three persons to be enrolled in their stead, and joint occupiers 

and owners, not exceeding three, are each entitled to be enrolled. If 

there be more than three, then the three standing first On the last 

rate valuation or return are so entitled. The Voting by Post Act 

1900 may be made applicable to the elections for any municipality, 

on the petition of the councillors. 

All land situated in a municipal district is rateable property Rateable 

except the following :-Crown lands; land used exclusively for com' property. 

mons, mines, public worship, mechanics' institutes, public libraries, 

cemeteries, primary free schools, and charitable purposes; land vested 

in or held by or in tru~t for any municipality, local governing body, 

or commissioners under the vVater Acts; land vested in fee in the 

Railways Commissioners, Mirnister of Public Instruction, Board of 

Land and Works, Harbor Trust Commissioners, and Melbourne amd, 

Metropolitan Board of Works. Tte expression land includes, of 

course, all buildings and improvements thereon. 

Rates levied in municipal districts are of three kinds, viz:- Rates­

General, extra, and separate rates. General rates are levied at least general, 
separate, 

once in every year by the council of every municipality, and shall &c. 

not exceed in anv one year 2S. 6d. in the pound of the net annual 

value. or be less than 6d. in the pound of such value. Every general 

rate is made and levied on the occupier of the property rated, or 

if there be no occupier, or the occupier be the Crown or public or 
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local body, then upon the owner of the property. Extra rates may be levied in anyone or more subdivisions of a district, on requisition by not less'. than. two-thirds of the councillors for the subdivision, provided that both rates together in any subdivision do not exceed 2S. 6d. in tqe pound. Extra rates are levied on all properties alike in the subdivision; but where any works or undertakings are for the special benefit of any particular portion of the municipal district, "a separate rate" may be levied, with the consent of a majority of the occupiers, and of one-third at least of the owners of the properties affected. The rates to be levied may be differential according to the benefits to be received by diffetent properties, and the amount of the rate must be such as will, in the opinion of the council, su~ce to provide for the payment of interest, and periodical repayments of, or sinking fund for, the loan raised on the security of such rate. 
Where under 2ny Act a council is empowered to execute any work at the cost of the owners, or to require such owners to do so, a special improvement charge may be made on the properties affected, on the secur~ty of which money may be borrowed for the carrying out of such work. 
Melbourne and Geelong, the latter of which was for many years of second import.wce in the colony, having been incorporated under special statutes prior to the establishment of municipal government on a large scale throughout the colony, are not subject to the Local Government Acts, except in a few comparatively unimportant par­ticuHus. Melbourne was incorporated as a town in 1842, and was ordained a city in 1847. Geelong was incorporated as a town in 1849. 
Detailed particulars of the existing municipalities in I907-their area, population, number of ratepayers, rated properties, estimated total annual value, &c.-will be found under Municipal Statistics. 

THE COMMONWEALTH. 
The Commonwealth of Australia comprises the States of Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia, 

and Tasmania, and its area is estimated' to be somewhat under three million square miles. The following are the areas of the differer..t States, as officially computed:-

Victoria 
New South Wales 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

AREA ~F STATES. 

Total Australia 

Sq. Miles. 
87,884 

310,700 
668,497 
903,690 
975,920 
26,21 5 

2,972,906 
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The following are the latitudes and longitudes of the capital Position of 

cities of the differ-ent Australian States, the positions being the obser- ~i~~ral. 
vatories at Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, and Adelaide, the Barracks capitals. 

Observatory at Hobart, and the Government House at Perth:-

POSITION OF STATES CAPITAL CITIES. 

-- -- .-. ---- ---- --_. -------------------

State. 

Victoria 
New South Wales 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Capital City. 

Name. 

Melbourne 
Sydney 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Perth 
Hobart 

FEDERAL CAPITAL. 

Latitude S. 

o 

37 49 53 
33 51 41 
27 28 0 
34 55 M 
31 57 24 
42 53 25 

Longitude E. 

0 

144 58 32 
151 12 23 
153 1 36 
138 35 4 
115 52 42 
147 19 57 

---.~----

By section 125 of the Commonwealth Constitution' Act it was Site. 

decreed that the capital city of the Australian Commonwealth should 
be in New South Wales, distant not less than 100 miles from Sydney. 
Until such time as the Federal Government should meet at the seat 
of. government, Parliament was to sit at Melbourne. In Augus1t, 
1904, rthe Parliament of the Federation proceeded to fix the per­
manent seat of government, the following clauses being enacted in 
the Seat of Government Act 1904:-

-It is hereby determined that the seat of government of the Commonwealth Dalgety. 
shall be within seventeen miles of Dalgety, in the State of New South -Wales. 

The territory to be granted to, or acquired by, the Commonwealth, within 
which the seat of government shall be, should contain an area not less than 
nine hundred square miles, and have access tG the sea. 

THE CONSTITUTION. 

The Act constituting the Commonwealth was 
perial Parliament and proclaimed in Australia on 
Its leading featureS are as follow:-

passed by the 1m· 
1st January, 1901. 

Leading 
features of 
the COI1l­
monwealth 
Constitu~ 

Constitution indissoluble, and to come in force by Imperial Proclamation. tion. 
The Parliament is to consist of the Queen, a Senate, and a House of Repre· Parliament. 

sentatives; Governor General appointed to act for the Queen. 
Senate to consist of six members from each State; number may be increased Senate. 

or diminished, but so that equal representation of the States be maintained. 
Qualification of electors of Senate and of Seuators to be same as that of House 
of Representatives. Each elector shall vote only once. 

House of Representatives shall have twice the number of members of the House of 
Senate, and the number of members for each State shall be in proportionto popu- Represen. 
lation, but not less than five for auy State. Qualification of electors to be that of tatlVes. 
the more numerous House in each State. Each elector to vote only once. Quali· 
fications of a member-(a) 21 years of age, (b) to be an elector or entitled so to 
be, (c) resident three years, (d) natural born or naturalized five years. 
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Pow~rs 01 The general powers of the Parliament are 39 -in number, the principal of 
Parhameni. which are to make laws for trade, taxation, bounties, borrowing, postal services. 

naval and military, statistics, currency, banking, insolvency, corporations, diYorce, 
marriag~, old age pensions, immigration and emigration, railways, &c. Exclusive 
powers m regard to the seat of Government, State departments transferred, are 
other matters declared by the Constitution to be within the exclusive power of the 
Parliament. 

Money Bills: Money Bills not to originate in, nor to be amended by the Senate, which 

Dead-locks. 

Executive. 

Depart. 
ments 
transferred. 

Judicature. 

House may, however, return the Bill requesting any omission or amendment: 
Equal power in all other matters. Tacking Bills prohibited. 

Provision for Dead-locks.-Joint dissolution, and if again passed in lower 
House and rejected in Senate, a joint sitting to be held, and if passed by an 
absolute majority of the total members of both Houses; disputed Bill to become 
law. 

A Bill haYing passed both Houses the Governor-General shall either assent, 
withhold assent, reserve the Bill, or return it and recommend amendments. 

ElCecutive power vested in Queen and exercisable by Governor-General in 
Council who may appoint Ministers of State. 

State departments of Customs and Excise transferred to Commonwealth on 
its establishment. Departments of posts and telegraphs, defence, light-houses, 
&c., and quarantine, on a date or dates to be proclaimed. 

High Court of Australia est-ablished; appellate and original jurisdiction. 
Finance • Collection of Customs to pass. Customs and Excise duties to be uniform, 
and Trade. and intercolonial free-trade established within two years after the establishment 

of the Commonwealth, after which the Federal Government shall have exclusive 
power to levy such duties as well as bounties- in the production or export of 

Water 
rights. 

Inter·State 
Commis­
sion. 

goods. . . . 
Of the net revenue from Customs and Excise not more than one-fourth to be 

applied by Commonwealth towards its expenditure. This provision is liable to 
variation or repeal after 10 years from the establishment of the Commonwealth. 

Right of States to reasonable use of river waters for conservation or irriga­
tion reserved. 

Inter-State Commission estahlished to regulate trade and commerce, and pre­
vent discriminations being made by any State which may be deemed unreasonable 
or unjust to any other State. 

state Debts. Constitutions, powers, and laws of States protected. State Debts may be 
taken over. 

Protection Admission of new States provided for. Commonwealth to protect States 
to States. against invasion or domestic violence .. 

Federal 
Capital. 
Alteration 
01 Consti· 
tution. 

Seat of -Government to be fixed by the Parliament at some place in New 
South "Vales, but at least 100 miles from Sydney, and to be federal territory. 

Constitution may be altered by an ahsolute majority of both Houses; or of 
one House if passed-twice successively with three months interval; subject to the 
approval of a majority of the electors voting in a majority of the States, and in 

. the whole Commonwealth. 

The representation of the States m the preser.t House of Repre­
sentatives is as follows:~ 

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

9 
i 
5 
5 

Total Members, House of Representatives 75 

Previously Victoria had 23 members, and New South Wales 26. 
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OPENING 'OF FIRST PARLIAMENT. 

The first Parliament of the Commonwealth was opened in Mel- ~h~n~~~t of 

bourne on the 9th MaYI, 1901, by His Royal Highness the Duke of Common­

Cornwall and York, K.G., K.T., K.P., G.C.V.S., who was author- ~:~l~~,ent. 
ized as His Majesty's High Commissioner by letters patent. Besides 
the Duke and Duchess and suite, the Governor-General, and Mem-
bers of Parliament, there were present at this memorable function 
an assemblage of 12,000 people-embracing official representatives 
from other British Colonies, the Foreign Consuls, Admirals and Cap-
tains of visiting war ships (British and Foreign), Commonwealth and 
State Government officials, representatives, of Provincial bodies, 
societies, and institutions, as well as leading Australian citizens and 
visitors. 

ELECTIONS, 1906. 

The third Commonwealth elections were held on the 12th 
December, 1906. 

All persons 21 years of age, male or female, who' have lived Franchise. 

in Australia for six months continuously, are natural-born or natural-
ized subjects, and whose names are on the roll for any division, are 
entitled to vote at the election of members of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. No person of unsound mind, or attainted 
of treason, or convicted and under sentence or subject to be under 

. sentence for any offence pu~iishable by imprisonment for one year 
or longer, shall be entitled to vote. No aboriginal native of Aus­
tralia, Asia, Africa, or the Islands of the Pacific, except New 
Zealand, shall be enrolled, unless' he is entitled to vote for the more 
numerous House of the Parliament of a State. No person is allowed 
to vote more than once at the same election. The following is a 
statement of the number of electors, votes polled, and percentage 
of the latter to the former, for the Senate and the House of Rep­
resentatives :-

ELECTORS ENROLLED AND VOTES POLLED, 1906. 

Number of Electors. I ~lectors who Voted. Percentage of 
Electors who Voted. 

! 
In contested 

State. di.l!tricts House of House of 
Total. for House of Senate. Represen~ Senate. Represen-

Repre'- tatives. tatives. 
sentatives. 

--------- --------------------------
Victoria .. 672,054 672,054 381,185 381,265 56'72 56'73 
New South Wales 737,599 678,500 381,336 357,377 51'70 52'67 
Queensland .. 271,109 271,lO9 124,539 124,482 45'94 45'92 
South Australia .• 193,118 80,643 70,517 32,519 36'51 40'32 
Western Australia 145,473\ 145,473. 52,712 52,716 36'231 36'24 
Tasmania .. 90,209 72,618 48,879 40,194 54'18 55'35 

--------------------------
Australia .. 2,lO9,562 I 1,920,397 11,059,168 988,553 50'21 51'48 
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This table shows that the greatest proportion of votes was re­oorded in Victoria, Tasmania and New South Wales-these being the only States in which _ more than 50 per' cent. of the total were polled. The proportion of persons who voted for the House 'of Representatives in Australia, as a whole, was slightly higher than in 1903-51.48 per cent. as against 50.27 per cent.-but lower than at the first Commonwealth elections held in March, 1901, when 55.69 in every 100 electors exercised the franchise. Tn the State of Queensland remarkable apathy existed as compared -with previous elections. This is manifest when it is considered that in 1901 and 1903, 60.35 per cent. ar.d 57.03 per cent. respectively of the electors voted, but in 1906 only 45.92 per cent. performed this duty of citizenship. Western Australia, where in 1903 the polling was abnormally low-only 30.41 per cent. of the electors voting-shows an improvement at this election, the percentage recorded being 36.24. In tables further on full comparative details will be found of the voting at the three Commonwealth elections which have now been held. 
The following are statements of the male and female electors enrolled, votes recorded, and percentage of votes to electors at the Senate and House of Representatives elections of December, 1906 :-

SENATE ELECTIONS, 1906.-MALE AND FEMALE ELECTORS, AND 
VOTES RECORDED. 

---c-~~-~~~---------------.~-------

Electors Enrolled. I 
State. 

V qtes Recorded. Percentage of Votes to 
Electors. ----.---~- I -~ ------ ----~~- ~---------

Males. Females. I Males. F.emales. Males. j Females. 
------------------1-------------1---Victoria .• 335,886 336,168 209,252 171,933 62'30 51'14 New South Wales 1392,077 345,522 [ 229,654 151,682 58'57 43'90 Queensland . . 150,037 121,0721 79,56; 44,9;2 53 '03 I 37 '14 South Australia 9';,454 95,664 43,318 27,199 44'45 28'43 Western Australial 91,427 54,046

1 

37,180 15,532 40'67 28'74 Tasmania •. 47,306 42,903 29,164 19,715 61'65 [ 45'95 _________________________ 1 ___ -

Australia 1,1I4,187 995,375 I 628.135 431,033 56'38 I ~3'30 
ELECTIONS FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 1906.-MALE AND 

FEMALE ELECTORS, AND VOTES RECORDED. 
---- ---I-Electors-~nrolle;------T;:=~ag~-~ 

Electors Enrolled. 1 in Contested Votes Recorded. , Votes 
1 ___ -:-__ __ DiViSiO~__ I to Electors. 

IIIales. Females. IIIales.· :Females. IIIales. Females.lIIaies. Females 

State. 

-------- ---- ---- ---- ----- -------------Victoria .. 335,886336,158335,886 336,168209,266171,99962'30 51'16 New South Wales 392,077 345,522 363,723 314,777 216,150 141,227 59'4:3 44'S7 Queensland .. 150,037 121,072 150,037 121,072 79,540 44,942 53'01 37 '12 South Australia 97,454 95,664 42,065 38,578 19,850 12,66947'19 32'84 Western Australia 91,427 54,046 91,427 54,04fl 36,976 15,740[40'44 29'12 Tasmania .. 47,306 42,903 37,779 34,83!l 23,753 16,441.62'87 47'19 

Australia .. W~W ~I~;~m 899,480 585,"5-35 4(j3."o-isi;;;--:a;; 4~81 
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It will be seen, by comparing the percentage of males who voted 
with the percentage who voted in State elections previously given, that 
a greater amount of interest is aroused in State elections than in elec­
tions for the Commonwealth, the percentage of votes recorded in the 
former fluctuating from 60 to 70 per cent. at various times. The 
above figures show that the female vote was exercised to a greater 
extent in Victoria and Tasmania than in the other States, New 
South Wales being next in this respect; but, only about one female 
in every three entitled to vote in South and Western Australia took 
advantage of her right to do so. In Western Australia, at the pre­
vious election, only one .female in every seven on the rolls voted. 

The following tables contain some interesting comparisons, under Percentage 

several heads, of the results of the three Commonwealth elections held ~h~~c;~:d 
in 1901, 1903 and 1906:- three 

Common­
wealth 

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL ELECTORS WHO VOTED • 
.. -.-.- ---"---'--'--'---;-1 ----------

Senate. : House of Representatives. 

State. i -- '--, -_. , II - -I ----
______________ : _1~~~i-190~:...1.-:90~:...!-~~:...1.-:90~:...I.-:~~:... 

Victoria .. 
New South Wales 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia .. 
Tasmania 

Australia 

ill' 1 1 1 

1 53 .09 I 51.18 56.72 56.04153.83156.73 
, 6.5.S1 , 47.21 I' 51.70 66.38 48.88 52.67 
: 49.45 'I fi4.S~ 45. ~4 I 60 .~5 i 57 .~3 1 45. 9~ 

40.80 32.60, 36.01 40./6 40.03, 40.32 
1 32.68 28.35! 36.23 I 36.95 1 30.41 : 36.24 
1 47 . 62 45.00 154.18 1 46.99\' 44.99 1 55.35 
----1---- ____ 1------------
I 53.04 I ,t6.86 50.21 1 55.6~) I 50.27 I 51.48 
1 1 1 

PERCENTAGE OF MALE AND FEMALE ELECTORS WHO VOTED. 

1 

Senate. I House of Representatives. 

-----... ------ --1-------
Male. I Female. i Male. Female. 

____________ . _____ I , _____ _ 

State. 

1901. ! 1903.11906. ' 1903.11906.\1901. ,1903. 1906. 1903. 1906. 

'~:~~~~~--~~I'~~:i~;: ~~~I~;:I~~:I~;:'II~~: ~~~[~;: ~~: 
New South Wales.. 65.81 52.70 58.57 41.16[ 43.901 66.38 54.12 59.43 43.08 44.87 
Queensland " 49.45 62.49 53.03144.94 37.14[60.35\64.64 53.01147.17 37.12 
South Australia .. ' 40.RO 41.58 44.45 23.28 28,43 40.76 51.95 47.19 29.97 32.84 
Western Australia " I' 32.68 35.96 40.67 14.86,28.74 36.95 40.54 40.44 15.57 29.12 
Tasmania.. .. 47.62 54.53 61.65 34.30145.95 46.99 1\54.53 62.87 34.28 47.19 

Australia " [53.'04153.'09 56~3s139.'96 43.'30155.'69 56.47 57.35143:50 44.81 
__! I I !! 

Female franchise is in force in New Zealand a~d in all the 
Australian States, except Victoria, for the State as well as tile Com­
monwealth elections. 

Elections. 
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The following were the r:umber and percentage of ballot-papers 
which were informal for bath Houses of the Commonwealth Par· 
Iiament at the elections in 1903 and 1906:-

INFORMAL BALLOT PAPERS, ELECTIONS, 1903 AND 1906. 

Senate. House of Representatives. 

I 
1903. 1906. 1&03. 1906. 

State. ---,----1-·----1----,---1-----

~ j~ ~ illg ~ ~~ ~ !~ 
""== ~8 S ~~ ~=s 88 .a=s §g 

~~ ~ m~ ~~ ~v 
Z ~~ z. ~~ z ~~ z ~~ ------------1------------__ _ 

Victoria .. .. 7,003 2.23 23,481 /1 6.16 4,818 1.83 14,515 3.8! 
New South Wales .. 15,796 4.87 28,016 7.35 7,834 2.77 1.1,705 3.28 
Queensland.. .. 4,612 3.70 7,344 5.90 3,057 2.64 5,212 4.19 
South Australia " 1,208 2.20 2,735 3.88 542 2.69 1,622 4.99 
Western Australia .. 2,001 6.03 3,550 6.73 1,251 5.89 2,228 4.23 
Tasmania .. .. 1,441 3.89 2,192 4.48 1,164 3.15 1,583 3.94 

Australia .. .. 32,061 3.61 67,318 6.36 18,666 2.52 36,865 3.73 

It will be seen that there was a considerable increase In 1906 in 
the number of informal ballat papers. 

P rt· The propartion af electars, in all the States and far bath Hauses, ropo IOn 
of Electors whO' recarded their votes in favO'r of successful car:didates is very 
vot-.ing for. . 
successful small, as WIll be seen from the fallawmg:­
candidates. 

PERCENTAGE OF VOTERS WHO RECORDED THEIR VOTES IN FAVOR OF 

SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES TO TOTAL NUMBER OF ELECTORS 

ENROLLED. 

Victoria 
New South Wales 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Australia 

House of Representatives. 
28.18 
30 . 13 
26,42 
23. 63 
22·43 
29·54 

28.05 

. In the Senate the percentage ranged fram 16.31 for the lowest 
successful candidate in Sauth Australia to 28.02 for the highest 
successful candidate in Victoria. 

There was,a decrease of abaut £4,700 in the cast of the Com­
c~~:!~.:i~h monwealth electiar:s in 1906 as compared with 1903, and of £9,600 

Elections. compared with 190 r. 
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EXPENDITURE ON THE COMMONWEALTH ELECTIONS; I90I, I903 AND 

I906 (including oost of Printing Rolls). 

State. I 1901. 1903. 1906. 
--------------,------- -------1 ------

Victoria 
New South Wales 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia, 
Tasmania .. 

Australia 

£ 
13,827 
19,027 
12,342 

5,873 
3,613 
1,650 

i 
" I 

I 

£ 
12,924-
21,254 
9,3ll 
3,160 
2,301 
2,46'1 

I 

£ 
14,281 
15,739 
7,632 
4,002 
2,673 
2,352 

--------_·_-------1 -------

. 56,332 ' 51,414 I 46,679 

A referendum relating to a proposed law for the alteration of the Referendum 

C . ., h ld h hI' h (Constitu· onstltutlOn was e on t e same day as t e general e ectIon. T e tionAltera· 

result of the referendum was in favour of altering the Constitution, tion) 1906. 

so that the elections may in future be held in the autumn. 

COMMONWEALTH ACTS pASSED. 

The following is a short synopsis of the principal Acts passed 
from the inauguration of the Commonwealth to the end 0'£ I906 and 
of all Acts passed during I907 ;-

190 1. 

NO·4· 7th August.-The Audit Act 1901 makes provlSlon for the collection 
, and payment of the public moneys, the audit of the 

public accounts, and the protection and recovery of 
public property. ' 

NO.5: 5th September.-The State Laws and Records Recognition Act 1901 

provides for the recognition throughout the Com­
monwealth of the laws, the public acts and records, 
and the judicial proceedings of the States. 

No.6. 3rd October.,-The Customs Act 1901 regulates the customs, and 
deals with the importation, exportation, and warehous­
ing of goods, the administration and control of the 
customs, duties and drawbacks, ships' stores, the coast­
ing trade, agents and officers, forfeitures and penal­
ties, prosecutions and settlement of cases by the 
Minister. This is a machinery Act, and does not 
impose any duties. 

NO.7. 5th October.-The Beer Excise Act 1901 regulates the excise on 
beer, the licensing of brewers, and regulation of 
breweries, excise supervision, duty stamps, computa­
tion and payment of duty and refunds, removal of 
beer from breweries, powers ,of officers. and prohibi­
tion and penalties. The Act does not impose the rate 
of duty. 

No.8. 5th October.-The Distillation Act 1901 regulates distillation, stills, 
licences, vignerons; excise sup~rvision, removal of 
spirits, computation and payment of duty, powers' of 
officers, and prohibitions and penalties. 

_.,-.,--------_ ...... _----...... 
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5th October.-The Excise Act 1901 regqlates excise generally, and 
deals with administration, producers, and dealers, 
licensing of manufacturers and regulation and super­
vision of factories, payment of duty and excise con­
trol, drawbacks; officers, disputes, prohibitions, and 
penalties. 

16th October.-The Service and Execution oj Process Act 1901 

provides for the service and execution throughout the 
Commonweal~h of the civil and criminal pro.cess, and 
the judgments of the courts of the States and of other 
parts of the Commonwealth, and matters connected 
therewith. 

17th December.-The Punishment oj Offences Act IgoI makes pro­
vision for the punishment of offences against the laws 
of the Commonwealth, by enacting that the laws of 
each State respecting the arrest and custody of 
offenders, and the procedure for their summary con-, 
viction, or fOI their examination and commitment for 
trial on indictment or information, and for holding 
accused persons to bail, shall apply generally to per­
sons charged with offences committed within that 
State against the Commonwealth laws. 

Ijth December.-The Pacific Island Labourers Act IgOI provides 
for the regulation, restriction, and prohibition of 
the introduction into the Commonwealth of labourers 
from the Pacific Islands. No Pacific Islander is to 
enter Australia after 31st March, 1904, nor, except 
under a licence, before that date. 

23rd December.-The Immigration Restriction Act 1901 places re­
triction on immigration of undesirables, and pro­
vides for the removal from the Commonwealth of 
prohibited immigrants. The persons whose immigra­
tion is prohibited are persons likely to become a 
charge upon the public, lunatics and idiots, persons 
suffering from mfectious or contagious diseases, con­
victed crimi~als, persons living on prostitution, per­
sons who fail to pass a prescribed education test, 
and persons under a contract or agreement to per­
form manual labour within the Commonwealth (sub. 
ject to exemptions for special skill, or for crews of 
coasting vessels, if tbe wages are on a par with those 
ruling in the Commonwealth), and for others specially 
exempted by the Minister. 

1902. 
NO.5. 5th May.-The Commonwealth Public Service Act 1902 regulates 

the public service. It deals with the Commissioner 
and the inspectors, and their respective duties; the 
division of the service into arlministrative, profes. 
sional, clerical, and general, and the officers included 
in each; salaries and wages; appointments, transfers, 
and promotions; dismissals and removals; life assur­
ance; leave of absence, holidays, and furlough. 

Nu. 8. 12th June.-The Commonwealth Franchise Act 1902 provides for a 
, uniform Federal franchise. Persons above 21 years 

of age of both sexes, who have lived in Australia for 
'six mont\s continuously, are natural·born or 
naturalized, and who are enrolled for any electoral 
division, are entitled to vote for both the Federal 
Houses, and only one vote is permitted to each adult. 
Persons of unsound mind, attainted of treason, con· 
victed and under sentence for any offence punishable 
for one year or longer, are disqualified from voting. 
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10th October.-The Commonwealth Electoral Act Ig02 regulates 
Parliamentary elections, dealing with the appoint· 
ment and duties of electoral officers, the partition 
of each of the States into electoral divisioJls, the 
fixing of polling places, the preparation of electoral 
rolls, the constitution and jurisdiction of special 
courts of revision, the issue and return of the writs, 
nomination of candidates, voting by post, elections, 
scrutiny, limitation of electoral expenses, offences 
and punishments, and disputed returns. 

15th July.-Senate Elections Act Ig03 provides that the election of 
Senators to fill periodical and casual vacancies shall 
be conducted as one election, and for a casting vote 
by the Commonwealth electoral officer of the State 
in the caSe of an equal 'number of votes. The powers 
of the Court of Disputed Returns are added to, and 
other formal matters dealt with. 

NO.4· 30th July.-Sugar Bounty Act 1903 provides for a bounty to every 
grower of sugar·cane or beet in the production of 
which white labour only has been employed, at the 
rate of 4S. per ton on cane giving 10 per cent. of 
sugar, or in the case of beet, at the rate of 40s. 
per ton on the sugar-giving contents of the beet. 
Ancillary provisions are included, and regulations 
may be made by the Governor·in·Council. 

No.6. 26th August.-Judiciary Act 1903 provides for the establishment of 
the High Court of Australia, to consist of a Chief· 
Justice and two other justices, to be appointed by 
Commission. The seat of Government shall be the 
principal seat of the Court, but district registries 
may be established in each State, where the Court 
shall sit when required. Chamber business, inter­
locutory proceedings, &c., may be dealt with by a 
Judge of the High Court and (except in matters 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the High Court) 
by a Judge of the Supreme Court of a State. 
Provision io made for a Full Court to hear appeals, 
and to grant appeals to the Privy Council. The 
jurisdiction, original and appellate, is fully defined 
and regulated. Provision is made for officers of the 
Court, and in regard to barristers and solicitors, 
those of any State being entitled to practise in any 
Federal Court. Suits by and against the Common-. 
wealth and the States are regulated; and the criminal 
jurisdiction in regard to offences against the laws of 
the Commonwealth is fully regulated. 

No.8. 28th August.-Naval Agreement Act Ig03 ratifies an agreement 
entered into between the British Admiralty and the 
Governments of the Commonwealth and New Zea-

" land relating to the naval force on the Australian 
station. The Commonwealth is to pay the Imperial 
Government five-twelfths and New Zealand is to pay 
one-twelfth of the rotal annual cost of maintaining 
the naval force on the Australian station, not to 
exceed £200,000 and £40,000 respectively in any 
year. I 
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October.-Naturalizat!on Ad 1903. Any lesident of the Com· 
monwealth, not being a British subject, and not being 
an aboriginal native of Asia, Africa, or the islands 
of the Pacific, who intends to settle jn the Common· 
wealth, has resided there continuously for the pre· 
ceding two years, or has been naturalized in the 
United Kingdom, may, at the discretion of the Go· 
vernor·in·Council, be naturalized. Provision is also 
Jllade as to the naturalization of women by marriage, 
and of children of naturalized persons; and for the 
recognition of persons previously' naturalized under 
State laws; and as to the exclusive power of the 
Commonwealth in regard to naturalization. 

October.-Defence Act 1903. For the purposes of adminis· 
tration the Governor·General in Council may appoint 
a General Officer Commanding the Military Forces 
()f the Commonwealth, a similar Naval Officer, and 
Commanding Officers of Districts, apportion the 
forces amongst the districts and sub.districts, and 
generally appoint and promote officers, and issue 
commissions. The powers, duties, and tenure of cer· 
tain officers is provided for; and also seniority, pro· 
motion, and reserves. A Naval and Military College 
may be established to impart education in the vari· 
ous branches of naval and military science. The 
defence force is to consist of the permanent and 
citizen forces, the latter of which 'is divided into 
Militia, Volunteer Forces', and Reserve Forces, and 
provision is made for the raising of the force. 
The permanent forces are at all times liable to be 
employed on actlve service, and the citizen forces 
may be called out in time of war by proclamation. 
The military forces are not liable to serve beyond 
the Commonwealth, but the naval forces, are. Where 
the Goverr\Or of a State proclaims that domestic 
"iolence exists therein, the permanent forces may 
be called out. All male inhabitants (except persons 
specially exempt from service) aged 18 to 60 years, 
who arE British subjects and resident six months. 
shall, in time of war, be liable to serve in the 
Militia forces. Other general provisions of a com· 
prehensive character 'lre also included. 

October.-Patents Act 1901 provides for the transfer of the 
administration of the State Patent Acts and for the 
establishment of a new system, with the saving' of 
rights accrued under State Acts. State patents in 
existence mav be extended to the Commonwealth. 
A Commissioner of Patents is to be appointed, and 
a Patent Office established, and the mode of regis. 
tration and procedure is fully dealt with. 

NO·7· 15th August.-The Seat of Government Act 1904 determines that the 
Seat of Government of the Commonwealth shall be 
wilthin seventeen miles of Dalgety, in the State of New 
South Wales. 

No. 12. 9th December.-The Defence Act 1904 is to be read with the Defence 
Act 1903. The positions of "General Officer Com. 
manding" and "Naval Officer Commanding" are 
abolished, and, in their stead, those of Inspector. 
General of the Military Forces and Director of the 
Naval Forces are created, the duties appertaining to 
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the new offices being defined. A Council of Defence 
is substituted for the Board of Advice, and Boards 
of Administration for the Military and Naval Forces 
are constituted. Provision is also made for the ap· 
pointment of commanding officers in time of war. 

December.-The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Act 
, 1904 provides for the prevention of lock-outs and 

strikes in relation to industrial disputes. It consti. 
tutes a Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration having jurisdiction for the prevention and 
settlement of industrial disputes, and for the exercise 
of the jurisdiction of the Court by conciliation, witl) 
,a view to amicable agreement between employers and 
employe. In default of such amicable agreement, 
the Court is to exercise its jurisdiction by equitable 
award. States may refer industrial disputes to the 
Court, and the Court may call up cases under review 
by State industrial authorities, and may override 
such authorities. Its awards and orders are to pre­
vail over theirs, and are to be binding on all parties' 
to the ,dispute who appear or are represented before 
the Court, on all parties who have been properly 
summoned to appear, on all organizations and persons 
on whom the award is at any time declared by the 
Court to be binding, and on all members of organiza. 
tions bound by the award. The organization of repre· 
septative bodies of employers and employes, and 
their submission of industrial disputes to the Court 
is facilitated and encouraged, snch organizations 
being registered, and preference being given to their 
members where other things are equal. Provision is 
made for the enforcement of orders and awards, and 
for their registration in the principal registry and 
in the district registry, which maybe inspected by 
any person on payment of a fee of sixpence. 

December.-The Sea Carriage of Goods Act 1904, to'come into 
operation on 1st January, 1905, declares to be null 
and void all clauses in bills of lading which relieve 
ship masters and owners from liability for loss or 
damage caused through negligence in loading or care· 
lessness in stowage and custody of goods; or which 
lessen or destroy the obligations of ship·owllers to 
properly man the ship, make and keep her seaworthy, 
and make and keep all parts of the ship where goods 
ore carried ht and safe for their reception and pre­
servation; or which lessen or destroy the masters' and 
agents' obligations to carefully handle and stow, and 
to preserve and properly deliver, all goods. Clauses 
thus declared fIlegal are not in future to be inserted 
in bills of lading. In bills of lading, a clause that 
the ship is seaworthy and properly manned and 
equipped is to be implied; as also a clause whereby, 
if the ship is seaworthy and properly manned and 
equipped at the beginning of the voyage, owners 
and masters are not responsible for damage resulting 
from errors in navigation, perils of the sea, acts of 
God or the King's enemies, inhere'nt defect of the 
goods, or their faulty packing, or their seizure under 

, legal process, or for omission of owner of goods or his 
agent, or ~aving or attempting to save life or property 
at sea . 

... ,. ..... . ~. ~ .................................................................... .. 
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Ig0 5· 
NO·4· 25th August.-The Evidence Act Ig05 relates to the law of evidence, 

directing all courts to take judicial notice of the 
seal of the Commonwealth, and of the official signa­
tures and seals of the Governor;General and other 
high officets, and defining how evidence. of proclama. 
tions, commissions, orders, &c., by the Governcr­
General or a Minister, or of public documents, or of 
the Government Gazett·e, or of votes and proceed-

- ings of Parliament, may be given. 
No.8. 18th October.-The Wireless Telegraphy Act Ig05 gives to the Post­

master-General the exclusive privilege of establish­
ing and using stations and appliances for the pur­
poses of wireless telegraphy. The Minister may 
grant licences on fulfi.lment of prescribed conditions, 
and payment of prescribed fees. The Act does not 
apply to ships belonging to the King's Navy. 

No. 9· . 16th November.-The Papua Act Ig05 provides for the acceptance 
of British New Guinea as a territory under the 
authority of the Commonwealth, and for the Govern­
ment thereof. The Act is to come into operation 
by pr:Jclamation of the Governor-General. 

No. 10. 16th November.-The Secret Commissions Act Ig05 applies to trade 
and comrr,'erce with other countries and among the 
States, and to agencies and contracts with the Com­
rrionw·ealth or any department or officer thereof. 
Under very heavy penalties, the following offences 
are defined :-Accepting by, or offering to, an agent, 
secret gifts as inducement or reward; giving an 
agent, or, being an agent, receiving and using, false 
documents or accounts, with intent to deceive the 
principal; being an agent, secretly buying from or 
seiling to himself. Aiding and abetting offences 
under the Act, are declared to be punishable as the 
offence itself. The principal may reco\er the amount 
of secret gift. 

No. [I. 23rd November.-The Representation Act Ig05 relates to the repre. 
sentation of the several States in th·e House of Re­
presentatives. The determination of the number of 
merr,bers of the House of Representatives, and of the 
representation of the States, is to be made by the 
Chief Electoral Officer, according to population, 
ascertained by an enumeration conducted as pre. 
scribed in the Act. 

No. 12. 2 lTd N ovember.-The Life Assurance Companies .4 ct 1905 relates 
to assurance on the lives 01 children, limiting the 
amount which life assuranc·e companies may contract 
to pay !n c~ses of deaths of children, to the sUl!ls 
set out m tile schedule. . 

No. I.S· 8th December.-The Census and Statistics Act 1905 relates to the 
census and statistics of the Commonwealth. The 
appointment of a Comrr,onwealth Statistician is 
authorized, and arrangements may be made with the 
States in regard to the collection of statistics. The 
census is to be' taken in the year 1911, on a day to 
be appointed for that purpose by proclamation, and 
in every tenth year thereafter. The particulars reo 
quired to be furnished in household·ers' schedules 
include the name, sex, age, condition as to, and 
duration of, marriage, relation to head of the house· 
hold, profession or occupation, sickness or infirmity, 
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religion, education, birthplace, length of residence 
in Australia (where person born abroad), and 
nationality of every person abiding in the dwelling 
during the night of the census day, as well as the 
material of the dwelling, and the number Qf rooms, 
and any uther n,atters that may be prescribed. 
Annual statistics, similar to those now collected by 
States' Statisticians, are to be collected and com­
piled by the Commonwealth Statistician, and pub­
lished by him according to Ministerial directioh. N" 
person is bound to state his religion. 

No. ,6. 8th Decembe·r.-The Commerce (Trade Descriptions) Act 1905 re­
lates to commerce with other countries, and is incor­
porated with the Customs Act 1901. Customs officers 
may ellter any ship, wharf, or other place, and in­
spect imports and exports, and take samples of them, 
for the purposes of the Act. Imports and exports 
of articles used for food or drink, or in the prepara­
tion thereof; medicines, manures, apparel (including 
boots and shoes), jewellery, and seeds and plants, 
not bearing the prescribed trade description, may be 
prohibited under the regulations. Importation and 
exportation of falsely-marked goodS are forbidden. 

No. 17. 21st December.-The Immigration Restriction Amendment Act 1905 
amends the Act of I9or. Several machinery clauses 
are more exactly defined. Subjects or citizens of a 
country with which an arrangement has been made 
are exempted from the dictation test, and a person 
who has resided five years in Australia may, on 
leaving the Commonwealth, obtain a certificate ex­
cepting him from the test on his return. The master, 
owners, &c., of a vessel bringing a prohibited immi­
grant to the Commonwealth must provide a return 
pasmge for him. 

No. 18. 21st December.-The Queen Victoria Memorial Act 1905 grants and 
applies £25,000 out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, which is appropriated accordingly, for the 
purpose of enabling the Commonwealth to join with 
Great Britain and British countries throughou! the 
world, in the erection of a memorial in honour of 
the late Queen Victoria. 

No. 19. 21st December.-The Contract Immigrants Act 1905 relates to im­
migrants under contract to perform man,ual labour 
ip the Commonwealth. The rrovisions of the Im­
migration Restriction Act 1901, which prohibit the 
immigration . of persons under a contract or agree­
ment to perform manual labour are repealed. Such 
a person may unless otherwise prohibited by law, 
land in the Commonwealth, provided that the con­
tract is in writing, and the Minister has approved of 

·its terms. 
No 20. 21st December.-The Trade Marks Act 1905 relates to the registra­

tion, &c., of trade marks. A trade marks office, 
with a registrar. is instituted, and a register, open 
to the inspection of the public, is to be kept. Rights 
and duties which have accrued under State Acts are 
continued, but their administration is transferred to 
the Commonwealth, otherwise they cease to operate. 

3933. ~ 

clamatlOn, deClare that on a' speCilied date the 
State Designs Acts of each State shall cease to be 
administered bv the State, and be thereafter admin­
istered bv the' Commohwealth; that the Registrar 

E2 
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The Common Law of England applies generally_ 
The essential and additional particulars which con­
stitute a trade mark, which must be for particular 
goods, are setout. The machinery to be used in 
registering a trade mark, including the methods of 
application and opposition, is defined. Registration 
is for fourteen years, and may be renewed. It gives, 
to the registered proprietor power to use and assign 
the trade mark; and the use of a mark substantially 
identical, or so nearly resembling it as to be likely 
to deceive, is an infringement of the trade mark. 
Falsely applying to goods for trade or sale a trade' 
mark registered by an Australian worker or workers, 
or knowingly trading in or importing goods so 
marked, is prohibited. A Cummonwealth trade mark, 
consisting of a aistinctive device, or label, bearing 
the words "Australian labour conditions," is pro­
vided for, and (ne authority of the Minister may 
be given fOl its use in regard to goods made under 
those conditions. Protection of trade marks is also, 
provided fOJ, and heavy penalties are enacted for 
i.mporting, selling, &c., goods with false marks. 

Deceffiber.-The Sugar Bounty Act 1905 provides for a bounty, 
to be paid after 1st January:, 1907, to growers of 
sugar cane and beet on plantations where white­
labour only is employed. 

Nu, 25. 21St December.--The Copyright Act 1905 relates to the registration" 
&c., of copyright. A Copyright Office, with a registrar,. 
is instituted, and registers of literary copyrights, of 
fine arts copyrights, and of international and State', 
copyrights are to be kept, and are to be open to the in­
spection of the public. The machinery of registration 
is defined. State copyright Acts are not to apply to, 
copyright under this Act, but rights acquired under 
them are conserved, and the trallsfer of their ad­
ministration to the Commonwealth may be declared' 
by proclamation. The Common Law of England 
applies generally. Copyright in a book, performing 
right, lecturing right, and artistic copyright, are 
defined, and decreed to subsist for forty-two year,,' 
or for the author's life and seven years, whichever 
shall last the longer. The Minister may grant per­
mission to translate a book into a particular lan­
guage after ten years, if the owner of the copyright 
fails to make arrangements for translation. A lec­
ture may be reported in a newspaper if no notifica­
tion of prohibition to do so has b-een made. Pro­
tection 0 f copyrights is also provided for, and heavy' 
penalties are enacted for dealing with pirated books, 
and for other infringements. Importation of pirated' 
works is forbidden. Provistion is made for the pro­
tection in Australia of international and State copy­
right, and for 'registratiC'n of the former. If a' 
copyright owner refuses, after the author's death, to- ' 
have the work republished, and such refusal with­
h::Jlds it from the public, the Governor-General may 
grant a licence for its republication to any person. 
applying for it. 
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21St December.-The Commonwealth Electoral Act Ig05, to be read 
. wIth the Act of Ig02; relates to parliamentary elec­

tions, and incorporates the Commonwealth Franchise 
Act Ig02, the Senate Elections Act Ig03, and the 
Electoral Divisions Act Ig03. This Act modifies the 
provisions for appointment and duties of electoral 
officers, redistribution of the States into electoral 
divisions, and fixing of polling places, preparation 
of electoral rolls, and appeals to magistrates Con­
cerning them; nomination of candidates, voting by 
post, elections, scrutiny, limitation of electoral ex­
penses, offences and punishments, and disputed 
returns. 

8th August.-The. Governor-General's Residences. Act 1906 provides 
that the Governor-General may enter into arrange­
ments with the Governors of Victoria and New 
South \Vales for the use and occupation of the 
Government House in Melbourne and that in 
Sydney, for a period not exceeding five years. 

28th August.-The Meteorology Act 1906 provides ·for the establish­
ment of observatories and the appointment of. a 
Commonwealth Meteorologist. Amongst the duties 

which may be assigned to that officer are the 
taking and recording of meteorological observa­
tions; the forecasting of weather; the issue of 
storm-warnings; the display of weather, flood, 
frost, and cold-wave signals; the distribution of 
meteDrological information, and such other duties as 
maybe prescribed to give effect to the provisions 
of thIS Act: Tll' facilitate this work, the Governor­
General may enter into arrangements with the Go­
vernor of any State for the transfer to the Com­
monwealth, on such terms as may b~ agreed upon, 
of any observatory, and the instruments, books, 
registers, records, and documents used or kept in 
conn ex ion therewith; the taking and recording of 
meteorological observations by State officers; the 
interchange of meteorological information between 
the Commonwealth and State authorities; and any 
other matters that may be necessary in carrying 
out the Act. 

28th August.-The Designs Act 1906 relates to copyright in indus­
trial . design. A design is described as an indus­
·trial design applicable in any way to the purpos~ 
of the ornamentation, pattern, shape, or configura­
tion of an article, or to any two or more of those 
purposes. No new registrations are to be made 
under State Acts unless made by virtue of a right 
acquired before the commencement of this Act. 
The Commissioner of Patents is appointed Regis­
trar of Designs, and. deputy-registrars, under his 
control, mav be appointed. An office, called the 
Designs Office, is established, with a sub-office in 
each State. The Governor-General may, by pro­
clamation, declare that on a specified date the 
State Designs Acts of each State shall cease to be 
administered bv the St~te, and be thereafter admin­
istered bv the CommonweaHh; that the Registrar 

E2 
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shall collect for each State all fees payable; 

and that all registers, deeds, and documents which 

are lodged in or belong to the office in which 

designs are registered, and which are subject to the 

control of the State, be vested in the Common­

wealth. Copyright in a design is defined as the 

exclusive right to apply the design, or authorize 

another 'person to apply it, to the articles in re,.;pe~t 

of which it is regIstered, and shall subsist in every 

design registered under the Act. The author of a 

design is declared to be the first owner, and the 

person entitled to make application for the regis­

tration. Penalties are provided for infringement 

of copyright in designs, or for false representa­

tion to the registrar. 

So. 5. 28th August.-The Judiciary Act 1906 amends the Judiciary Act 

1903 by providing for two extra Judges of the 

High Court of Australia, and authorizes the High 

Court to make rules' for the admission of barris­

ters and solicitors to practise in any Federal Court. 

NO·9· 24th September.-The Australian Industries Preservation Act 1906 

deals with the repression of monopolies and the 

prevention of "dumping." Monopolies are de­

fined as combinations existing with intent to restrain 

trade or commerce to the detriment of the public, 

or with intent to destroy or injure by means of 

unfair competition any Australian industry. The 

venalty is a fine of £500. Unfair competition is 

deemed to be competition that would probably, or 

does in 'fact, result in an inadequate remuneration 

for labour in the Australian industry, or in creating 

substantial disorganization by throwing workers 

out of employment, also the giving of rewards, 

rebates, refunds, discounts, upon condition of deal­

ing with certain' corporations. In determining 

whether competition is unfair, regard shall be had 

to the management, processes, plant, and machinery 

employed in the Australian industry affected by 

the competition being reasonably efficient and up­

to-date. Any person or corporation who mono­

polises, or attempts to monopolise, or combines or 

conspires with any other person to monopolise any 

part of the trade with other countries or among 

the States with intent to ,control to the detriment of 

the public the supply or price of any service, mer­

chandise or commodity, is guilty of an offence for 

which a penalty of £500 may be exacted. With 

regard to "dumping," if the Comptroller-Gep.eral 

of Customs is of opinion that imported goods 

have been purchased abroad at price~ greatly below 

their .ordinary cost of production, and for the pur­

pose of' destroying or injuring any Australian in­

dustry, he shall certifv to the Mini~ter accordingly, 

giving full particulars. On receipt of the certifi­

cate, the Minister may, by order in writing, refer 

to a Judge of the High Court the investigation and 

determination of the questIon whether the goods 

are being imported with the intent alleged, and if 
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so \yhet:ler 'he importation of the goods should be 
prohibited either absolutely or subject to any 
specified conditions, restriction~, or limitations. 
The determination of the Judge is to be final and 
without appeal. In all cases of prohibition the 
determination of the Judge must be laid before 
Parliament within seven days after publication in 
the Gazdte. 

No. II. 8th October.-The Rejerendum (Constitution Alteration) Act 1906 
makes provision for submission to the electors of 
any proposed alteration of the Constitution. 

No. 14· 12th October.-The Customs Tariff /l_ct 1906 amends the Custom& 
Tariff 1902, by altering the rates of 9uties on 
strippers, stripper-harvesters, and parts of these 
machines. It also makes provision for the maxi­
mum selling price of Australian stripper-harvesters 
and drills; but if the Governor-General is satisfied 
that the cash price of these machines exceeds the 
price in the schedule, he may reduce the rates of 
duty, but not to less than one-half provided in the 
Act. 

No. 16. 12th October.-The Excise Tariff Act 1906 imposes excise duties on 
agricultural machinery, but directs that such duties 
shall not apply if the goods are manufactured _ in 
the Commonwealth under reasonably remuneratIve 
conditiop-s of labour, or in accordance with an in­
dustrial award or agreement of the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act 1904-

No. 17. 12th October.-The Customs Tariff (South Ajrican Prejerence) Act 
1906 reduces tne rates of duty on certain articles 
mentioned in the schedule, imported from and be­
ing the produce or manufacture of the British 
South African Colonies or Protectorates. 

No. 19· 12th October.-The Patents Act 1906, which is to be read with the 
Patents Act 1903, gives power to extend the time 
limit under section 29 of the Principal Act, and 
also to revive any application for a patent which 
has lapsed by reason of an omission to take the 
necessary' step'S within the prescribed time. Pro­
vision is also made for dealing with applications 
which may have lapsed owing to errors in the 
Patents Office. 

No. 20. 12th October.-The Excise Tariff Act 1906 amends the Act of 1902 
by increasing the rates of excise duty payable en 
spirits distilled in Austmlia. Exception is made 
in regard to spirits not having been matured by 
storage in wood for a- period of two years, which 
may until the 31st December, 1907, be delivered 
at the old rates. If any distiller does not, after 
tile expiration of one year from the passing of 
this Act, pay his employes a fair and reasonable 
r:~Je of wages per week of forty-eight hours, or if 
he' employs more than a due proportion of boys to 
men, an extra duty of IS. per gallon may be im­
posed on such spirits a~ he distils . . 
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1906. 
No. 21. 12th October.-The Spirits Act 1906 defines the different kinds of 

spirits, deals with the certificates and marking in 
relation to spirits, and enacts penalties for forging 
such mar'ks or for describing spirits contrary to the 
Act. Imported and Australian spirits (other than 
gin, schnapps, or liqueurs), are required .to be 
matured by storage in wood for not less than two 
years, and brandy delivered for human consump­
tion is l'equired to be distilled from grape wine. 
The Minister may order inferior spirits under the 
control of the Customs to be methylated, or if im. 
ported, to bere-distilled in Australia or exported. 
Methylated spirits are described, and the us~ 
ther,eof, in the manufacture or preparation of any 
articles of food or drink, or of any scents, 
essences, tinctures, or medicines prohibited. Heavy 
penalties are imposed for refining methylated' 
spirits in contravention of the Act, or for selling 
or having in possession any illicit methylated 
spirit or any article' of food or drink, scents, 
essences, tinctures, or medicines coptaining such 
spirits. Spirits methylated before the Act came 
into operation are not to be deemed illicit methy­
lated spirits. Licences to make or sell methylated 
spirits in prescribed quantities may be granted by 
the Collector of Customs. 

N(, 22. 12th October.-The Pacific Island Labourers lict 1906 amends the 
Act of 1901. A certificate of exemption may be 
granted to a Pacific Island labourer who proves (I) 
that he was introduced into Australia prior to the 
1st September, 1879; (2) that he isof such extreme 
age or suffering from such bodily infirmity as to 
be unable to obtain a livelihood if returned to his 
native island; (3) that having been married before 
the 9th October, 1906, to a native of some other 
island than his own, he cannot be deported without 
risk to the life either of himself or his family; 
(4) that he has been married before the 9th 
October, 1906, to a female not a native of the 
Pacific Islands; (5) that he was on the 1st July, 
1906, and still is, registered as the beneficial owner 
of a freehold in Queensland; or (6) that he has 
been continuously resident in Australia for a period 
of not less than twenty years prior to the 31st 
December, 1906. A special certlficate (not to be 
issued or remain in force after 30th June, 1907) 
may be granted to a Pacific Island labourer whom, 
in the opinion of the Minister, it will not be .,on­
venient to return to his island immediately after 
the 31st December, 1906. Any certificate may be 
cancelled if obtained by means of false representa­
tion, and persons aiding and abetting in obtaining 
sl1ch ccrtificate 'are liable to fine and imprison­
ment. 
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COMMONWEALTH ACTS PASSED DURING 1907. 

5th 

15th 

28th 

28th 

8th 

8th 

April.--The Constitution Alteration (Senate Election) Act 
1906 deals with the rotation of the office of 
senators, and alters the provision of the Consti­
tution relating to the election of senators by 
extending the term of service of those retiring 
at the end of 1909 to the 30th June, 19IO. 

July.-The Supply Act (No. I) of 1907-8 grants and ap­
pJies £457,243 out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund for the service of the year 1907-8. 

August.-The Supply Act (No.2) 1907-8 grants and ap­
plies £1,I03,744 out of the Consolidated Re­
venue Fund for the service of the year 1907-8. 

August.-The Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta Railway Survey 
Act 1907 authorizes the survey of a route for a 
tailway to connect Kalgoorlie, in Western Aus­
tralia, with Port Augusta, in South Australia, 
the cost not to exceed £20,000. 

August.-The Parliamentary Allowances Act 1907 increases 
the allowance to members of both Houses of the 
Commonwealth Parliament from £400 to £600 
a year. The increase will not apply to Minis­
ters of the Crown or members holding the paid 
offices of President of the Senate, Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, or Chairman of 
Committees of either House. 

October.-The Appropriation (Works and Buildings) Act 
1907-8 grants and· applies £686,824 out of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund for the purpose of 
additions, new works. buildings, &c. 

October.-The Commonwealth Salaries Act 1907 provides 
that the official salaries ·of officers of the Com. 
monwealthresiding in each State be subject to 
the same taxation as those of State officen. The 
allowances and salaries of Federal Ministers, 
the Presiding Officer or Chairman of Commit­
tees of either House, and members of Parila­
ment are also to bear the same taxat'on as is 
imposed on -salaries of similar amount in the 
State in which they are elected. 

October.-The Judiciary Act 1907 defines where the juris­
diction of the High Court is exclusive of the 
State Supreme Courts, and directs that when 
in any cause pending in the Supreme Court of 
a State any question arises as to the limits inter 
,q ()f the Constitutional powers of the Common­
wealth and those of any Sta te or States, the 
cause shall be automaticallv removed to the 
High Court.. .-

14th November.-The Supply Act (No.3) 1907-8 grants and applies 
. £787,496 out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund 

for the sen-ice of the vear 1907-8. 
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Ig0 7· 
No. ro. 22nd N'ovember.-The Disputed Elections and Qualifications Act 

Ig07 amends the law relating to parliamentary 
elections, and provides for the settlement of 
questions relating to the qualification of mem­
bers of Parliament and to vacancies in either 
House of Parliament. 

No. II. 23rd 

No. I2. 28th 

November.-The Supply Act (jVo. 4) Ig07-8 grants and ap­
plies £704,457 out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund for the service of the year I907-8., 

November.-The Bounties Act I907 provides for the pay-
ment of bounties on the production of cer­
to in goods. The articles to which these' 
bounties apply are-Cotton (ginned), New 
Zealand flax, flax and hemp, jute, sisal hemp. 
cotton seed and linseed supplied to an oil 
factory for the manufacture of oil, rice (un­
cleaned), Tubber, coffee, raw as prescribed, to­
bacco leaf for the manufacture of high-grade 
cigars, preserved fish, dried dates, dried or 
candied fruit (except currants and raisins) ex­
norted, and combed wool or tops exported. 
The total amount which may be expended up to 
the 30th June, 1922, is £339,000. Every 
grower or producer claiming the bounty must 
specify the rate of wages paid in respect of the 
labour employed, and if the Minister is of 
opinion that the rates paid are below the 
standard Tuling in the district in which the 
goods are produced he may withhold the whole 
or any part of the bounty payable. 

OFFICIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Hopetoun, P.C., K.T., G.C.M.G., 
G.C.V.S., was on the 29th October, 1900, appointed Governor-Gen­
eral and Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth, and arrived at 
Sydney on the 16th December. The Proclamation of the Common­
wealth and the swearing-in of the Governor-General took place at 
Sydney on the 1st day of January, 1901, in the presence of repre­
sentatives of most of the principal countries of the world, and of a 
vast assemblage from all parts of the Commonwealth and else­
where. The Governor-General continued in office until the 9th May, 
1902, when he was, at his own request, recalled. On 17th July, 
1902, the Right Hon. Hallam, Baron Tennyson, K.O.M.G., was ap­
pointed Acting Governor-General; and on 16th January, 1903, he 
was appointed as Lord Hop~toun's successor. Lord Tennyson 
letired on 21st January, 1904, and was succeeded by the Right Hon. 
Henry Stafford, Baron Northcote, C.B., who. was in occupation of 
t~e office on the 31st December, 1907· 
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The names of the present Governors of the States and New Zea- Governors 1 

f h · . f of Austra . land and the dependencies, and the dates 0 t elf assumptIon 0 asian 
office, are as follow: - States. 

GOVERNORS OF AUSTRALASIAN STATES. 

Victoria 

New South Wales 

Queensland ... 

South Australia 

Western Australia 

Tasmania 

New Zealand 

Fiji 

I 
\~. 

Name. 

\ 

Date of Assumption 
of Office. 

! Major-General Hon. Sir Reginald 25 April, 190.4 
Arthur James Talbot, K.C.B. 

The Hon. Sir John Madden, G.C.M.G., 29 April, 1899 
LL. D. (Lieutenant-Governor) 

Admiral Sir Harry Holdsworth Raw- 27 May, 1902 
son, K.C.B. 

I 
':I'he Right Honorabl" Sir. Fred. M. 29 Oct., 1900 

Darley, P.C., G.C.M.G. (Lleutenant- I 
Governor) 

... Frederick J. N. Thesiger Lord Chelms- 30 Nov., 1905 
iord 

Sir George Ruthven LeHunte, K.C.M.G. 1 July, 1903 
The Right Honorable Sir 8amuel J. 29 Oct., 1900 

Way, Bart., P.C. (Lieutenant-Gover-
nor) 

Admiral Sir Frederick George Denham 24 March, 1903 
Bedford, G.C.B. 

Sir Gerald Strickland, Count Della 28th Oct., 1904 
Catena, K.C.M.G. I 

The Right Honorable William Lee, 20th June, 1904 
Baron Plunket, K.C.V.O. 

Sir Everard Ferdinand im Thurn, Esq., 11th Oct., 1904 
K.C.:vJ.G., C.B . 

New Guinea (British) Captain Francis J:Uckman Barton, C.M G. 16 June, 1904 

COMMONWEALTH MINISTRIES. 

At the Proclamation ceremony the members of the . first Common­
wealth Ministry were sworn in. The following were their names 
and the respective offices filled by them:-

Prime Minister and Minister for External Affairs: The Right Hon. Edmund 
Barton, P.C. 

Attorney-General: The Hon. Alfrd Deakin. 
Treasurer: The Right Hon. Sir George Turner, P.C., K.C.M.G. 
Minister of Home Affairs: The Hon. Sir William John Lyne, K.C.M.G. 
Minister of Trade and Customs: The Right Hon. Charles Cameron 

Kingston, P.C., K.C. 
Minister of Defence: The Hon. Sir James Robert Dickson, K.C.M.G. 

Died January, IgOI, succeeded by Sir John Forrest. 
Postmaster-General: The Right Han. Sir John Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 

Succeeded in January, Igol, hy Han. J. G. Drake (re-arrangement of 
portfolios). 

Honorary Ministers: Richard Edward O'Connor, Esq., K.C. (Vice-Presi. 
dent of the Executive Council), The Honorable Nejl Elliott Lewis, 
succeeded by the Han. Sir Philip Fysh, K.C.M.G. 

First 
Common· 
wealth 
Ministry. 
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Consequent upon the resignation of the Right Hon. C. C. King­
ston, P.C., K.C., from the Ministry, and the subsequent appointment 
of the Right Han. Sir E. Barton, P.e., and Mr. R. E. O'Connor, 
K.e., to the Bench of the High Court of Australia, the Ministry was 
re-constituted, with the Hon. A. Deakin as Prime Minister. 

On 27th April, I904, Mr. DeaKin's Ministry resigned, and was suc­
ceeded by Mr. J. e. Watson, who continued in office until I8th August, 
I904, when the Right Hon. G. H. Reid, P.C., K.e., assumeJ controL 
On.J.th July, I905, NIr. Reitl's Ministry resigned, and Mr.' Deakin 
again became Prime Minister. There have been several changes in 
rhe Ministry since it was first formed owing to the elevation of the. 
Hon. I,. A. Isaacs, K.e., to the High Court Bench, the defeat of the 
Hon. T. Plavford at the elections, and the resignation of the office 
of Treasurer 'by the Hon. Sir John Forrest, P.e.; G.C.M.G. The 
Ministers and their offices were as follow in April, I908;-

Prime Minister and Minister for External Affairs:' The Hon. Alfred Deakin. 
Minister of Trade and Customs: The Hon. A. Chapman. 
Attorney-General: 1:he .Hon. L. E. Groom. 
Treasurer: The Hon. Sir W. J. Lyne, K.C.M.G. 
Minister of Home Affairs: The Hon. J. H. Keating. 
Minister of Defence: The Hon. T. T. }<~wing. 
Postmaster-General: The Hon. S. Mauger. 
Vice-President of the Executive Council: The Hon. R. W. Best. 
Honorary Minister: The Hon. J. H. Cook. 

MEMBERS OF THE THIRD COMMONWEALTH 
PARLIAMENT, I908. 

THE SENATE. 

President: Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. Albert John Gould. 
Victoria-

Best, Hon. R. VV. 
Findley, E. 
Trenwith, Hon. W. A. 
Fraser, Hon. S. 
McColl, Hon. J. H. 
Russell, E. J. 

New South Wales­
Gray, J.P. 
Neild, Col., Hon. J. C. 
Pulsford, Hon. E. 
Gould, Lieut. -Col. the Hon. A. J. 
Millen, Hon. E. D. 
Walker, Hon. J. T. 

Queensland­
Givens, T. 
Stewart, Hon. J. C. 
Turley, H. 
Chataway, T. D. 
St. Ledger, A. J. J. 
Sayers, R. J. 

South Australia-
Guthrie, R. S. 
McGregor, Hon. G. 
Story. W. H. 
Russell, W. 
Svmon, Hon. Sir J. H, 
V'ardon, Hon. J. 

Western Australia­
Croft, J. W. 
De Largie, Hon. H. 
Henderson, G. 
Lynch, P. J. 
Needham, E. 
Pearce, Hon. G. F. 

Tasmania-
Dobson, Hon. H. 
Macfarlane. Hon. J. 
Mulcahy, Hon_· E. 
Cameron, Lieut.-Col. the Hon C. 

St. C. 
Clemons, Hon. J. S. 
Keating, Hon. J. H. 

No/e.-In the above list the first three senators in each State retire on 
30th June, 1910; the remaining three on 30fh June, 1913. 
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MEMBERS OF THE THIRD COMMONWEALTH P ARLIAMENT-continu'ed. 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Speaker: The Han. Sir Frederick William .Holder, K.C.M.G. 
Chairman of Committees: The Han. C. McDonald. 

Victoria. 
Member. 

Brown, J. Tilley 
-Cook, Han. J. Hume 
Coon, J. 
Crouch, Han. R. A. 
Deaki'n, Hon. A. 
Fairbairn, G. 
Harper, Hon. R. 
Irvine, Hans W. H. 
Irvine, Han. W. H. 
Knox, Han. W. 
Maloney, W. 
Mathews, J. 

District. 
Indi 
Bourke 
Batman 
Corio' 
Ballaarat 
Fawkner 
Mernda 
Grampians 
Flinders 
Kooyong 
Melbourne 
¥elb. Ports 

Member. 
Mauger, Han. S. 
McDougall, J. K. 
Palmer, A. C. 
Quick, Han. Sir 

LL.D., K.B. 
Salmon, Hon. C. C. 
Sampson, S. 
Tudor, Han. F. G. 
Wilson, J. G. 
Wise, G. H. 
'Wynne, Han. A. 

District. 
Maribyrnong 
"Vannon 
Echuca 

J., Bendigo 

Laanecoorie 
Wimmera 
Yarra 
Corangamite 
Gippsland 
Balaclava 

New South Wales. 

,Bowden, E. K. 
Brown, Han. T. 
-Carr, E. S. 
Catts, J. H. 
Chanter, Han. J. M. 
<Chapman, Han. Austin 
Cook, Han. Joseph 
Ewing, Han. T. T. 
Foster, F. J. 
Fuller, Han. G. W. 
Hall, D. R. 
Hughes, Hon. W. M. 
Johnson, W. E. 
Kelly, W. H. 
fLiddell, F. 

Nepean 
Cal are 
Macquarie 
Cook 
Riverina 
Eden-Monaro 
Parramatta 
Richmond 
New England 
Illawarra 
Werriwa 
West Sydney 
Lang 
Wentworth 
Hunter 

Lyne, Han. Sir W. J., Hume 
K.C.M.G. 

Reid, Right Han. G. East' Sydney 
H., P.C., ICC. 

Smith, Han. Bruce, Parkes 
K.C. 

Spence, Han. ·W. G. Darling 
Thomas, Han. J. Barrier 
Thomson, Hon. Dugald North Sydney 
Thoms'on, John . Cowper 
Watkins, Han. D. Newcastle 
Watson, Han. J. C. South Sydney 
Webster, W. Gwydir 
Wilks, Han. W. H. Dalley 
'ViI lis, Han. H. RobertsoJl 

Queensland. 
Archer, E. W. Capricornia 
Bamford, Han. F. W. Herbert 
Edwards, Han. R. Oxley 
Fisher, Han. A. Wide Bay 
Foxton, Col. the Hon. Brisbane 

J. F. G., C.M.G. 

Groom, Hon. L. E. 
McDonald, Han. C. 
Page, Han. J. 
Sinclair, H. 

South Australia. 

Darling Downs 
Kennedy 
Maranoa 
Moreton 

'Batchelor, Han. E. L. Boothby 
Glynn, Han. P. McM. Angas 
Holder, Han. Sir F; Wakefield 

Kingston, Right Han. Adelaide 

W., K.C.M.G. 

C. C., P.C., K.C. 
Livingston, J. 
Poynton, Han. A. 

Hutchison, J. Hindmarsh 

Forrest, Right Han. Sir Swan 
J., P.C., G.C.M.G. 

Fowler, Hon. J. Mac- Perth 
kinnon 

Western Australia. 

Frazer, C. E. 
Hedges, W. N. 
Mahon, Han. H. 

Barker 
Grey 

Kalgoorlie 
Fremantle 
Coolgardie 
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MEMBERS OF THE THIRD COMMONWEALTH~ PARLIAMENT-continued. 

Member. 
Atkinson, L. 
Fysh, Hon. Sir 

K.C.M.G. 

THE HouSE OF REPRESEIliTATIVEs-continued. 

. District. 
Wilmot 

P.O., Denison 

Tasmania. 
Member. 

McWilliams, W. J. 
O'Malley, Hon. K. 
Storrer, D. 

Padiamenta7Y 0 !ficus. 

District . 
Franklin 
Darwin 
Bass 

Senate;-E. G. Blackmore, C.M.G., Clerk of the Parliaments (on leave); 
C. B .. Boydell, Clerk Assistant (Acting Clerk of the Parli;tments); G. E'. 
Upward, Usher of the Black Rod. 

House cf Representatives.-C. G. Duffy, C.M.G., Clerk of .the House; W. 
A. Gale, Clerk Assistant; T. Woollard, Serjeant·at.Arms .. 

Reporting Stalf.-B. H. Friend, Principal Parliamentary Reporter; D. F.' 
Lumsden, Second Reporter. 

PRINCIPAL COMMONWEALTH OFFICERS. 
JUDICIARy-HIGH COURT OF AUSTRALIA. 

Chief Justice 

Justice 

" 
" Associate to Chief Justice 

" 
" Justice Barton 
" Justice O'Connor 
" Justice Is" acs 

" " Justice Higgins 
Principal Registrar 
Marshal ... 

The Rt. Hon: Sir Samuel Walker 
Griffith, P.C., G.C.M.G. 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Edmund Barton. 
P.C., G.C.M.G. 

The Hon. Richard E. O'Connor. 
The Hon. Isaac A. Isaacs. 
The Hon. Henry B. Higgins. 
G. H. Wilson, B.A., LL.B. 
H. B. Jaques 
C. O'C. Murray. 
E. L. Best. 
B. G. Duffy. 
Gordon Harwood Castle. 
Walter 'David Bingle. 

POSTMA,STER·GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

Central Administration. 
Secretary ... 
Assistant Secretary 
Chief Clerk 
Chief Electrical Engineer 
Meteorologist 

R. T. Scott, 1.5.0. 
J. Oxenham. 
H. B. Templeton. 
J. Hesketh. 
H. A. Hunt. 

Victoria 
Deputy Postmasters-General. 

(Vacant) 
New South Wales ... 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

E. J. Young. 
C. E. Bright. 
R. W. M. Waddy. 
R. Hardman. . 
H. L. D'Emden. 

Electrical Engineer 
Chief Clerk 

Staff Officers, Victoria. 

Accountant 
Superintendent Mail Branch 
Manager 'Telegraph Branch 
Senior Inspector, Post and Telegraph 

Services 

H. W. Jenvey. 
VV. B. Crosbie. 
E. Miller. 
J. A. Spri'lghall. 
W. Blandford. 
W .. B. Edwards. 
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PRINCIPAL COMMONWEALTH OFFICERs-continued. 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND CUSTOMS. 

Central Administration. 

Comptroller.General 
Secretary 

H. N. P. Wollaston, LL.D., I.S.0. 
S. Mills. 

Staie Collectors. 

Victoria 
New South Wales 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

A. W. Smart. 
N. C. Lockyer.* 
W. H. Irving. 
T. N. Stephens. 
r:. T. Mason. 
J. Barnard. 

* Mr. Lockyer is also Assistant Comptroller· General. 

Staff a jficers, Victoria. 

Sub· Collector 
Accountant 

""." 

Senior Inspector of Distilleries 

J. F. Bradly. 
F. M. Wheatland. 
D. F er-guson. 

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

Secretary ... 
Secretary to Prime Minister 
Secretary to Governor·General and 

Executive Council 

A. Hunt. 
M. L. Shepherd. 
Capt. G. C. T. Steward. 

ATTORNEy·GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

Secretary and Parliamentary Drafts· R. R. Garran, C.M.G. 
man 

Chief Clerk and Assistant Parliament· G. H. Castle. 
ary Draftsman • 

Secretary to the Representative of the A. G. Brown, B.A., LL.B. 
Government in the Senate 

Crown Solicitor C. Powers. 
\ 

DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS. 

Secr·etary ... 
Chief Clerk 
Accountant 

... ' 

Inspector.General of Public \Vorks 
Works Director, Victoria ... 
Commonwealth Statistician .. : 
Chief Electoral Officer 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

Public Service Commissioner 
Inspector for Victoria 
Secretary 
Examiner 
Registrar 

Lieut.·Col. D. Miller, I.S.0 
W. D. Bingle. 
H. L. Walters. 
Lt.·Col. G. T. Owen. 
(Vacant) 
G. H. Knibbs, F.S.S., F.R.A.S. 
R. C. Oldham. 

COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. 

D. C. McLachlan, I.S.0. 
R. Betheras. 
(Vacant) 

F. J. Healy, M.A., LL.B. 
W. J. Skewes. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY. 

Secretary . 
Accountant 

G. T. Allen, I.S.0. 
J. R. Collins. 
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PRINCIPAL COMMONWEALTH OFFICERs-continued_ 
AUuIT OFFICE. 

Auditor-General 
Chief Clerk 

J. W. Israel. 
Percy Whitton. 

PATENTS OFFICE. 

Commissioner of Patents G. TownS€'Rd.. 

DEPARllIIENT OF DEFENCE. 

Centrai Administration. 
Secretary for Defence 
Chief Accountant 
Chief Clerk (at present 

Secretary) 

Capt. R. H. M. Collins, R.N., C.M.G. 
J. A. Thompson. 

Acting Com. S. A. Pethebridge. 

Acting Chief Clerk 

INSPECTOR-GENERAL AND 

Inspector-General 
Deputy Adjutant-General .. , 
Chief of Intelligence 
Chief of Ordnance and Directpr of 

Engineers 
Director-General of Me.dical Ser-
. vices and of Cadets 
Director of Works 
Direc.tor of Artillery 
Inspector of Ordnance and Ammuni­

tion' 

T. Trumble. 

DIRECTORS OF DEPARTMENTS. 

Major-Gen. J. C. Hoad,C.M.G. 
Col. E. T. Wallack .. C.B. 
Colonel W. T. Bridges, R.A.A. 
Lieut.-Col. J. W. Parnell, R.A.E. 

Surgeon-Gen. W. D. C. Williams, C.B.. 

Major P. N. Buckley, R.A.E. 
Major H. W. Dangar, R.A.A. 
Major A. H .. Sandford, R.A.A. 

NAVAL ADMINISTRATION. 

Director of Naval Forces ... 
Commandant 

Capt. W. R. Creswell, C.M.G. 
CaRt. F. Tickell, C.M.G. 

DISTRICT STAFF, VICTORIA. 

Militarv Commandant 
Assistant Adjutant-General and 

Chief Staff Officer 
Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-

General 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General 

for Instruction 
Staff Officer for Engineer Services 
Principal Medical Officer ... 
Principal Veterinary Officer 
Paymaster 
Senior Ordnance Officer 

Col. J. Stanley, R.A.A. 
Major V. C. M. Sellheim, C,B. 

Major A. P. Luscombe. 

Major J. H. Bruche. 

Major G. F. Wilkinson, C. of A.E. 
Col. C. S. Ryan, V.D., A.A.M.e. 
Major E. A. Kendall. 
T. J. Thomas. 
J. J. F. Lahiff. 

DISTRICT COMMANDANTS. 

Military Commandant, N.S.W. 
Officer Commanding Naval Forces, 

N.S.W. 
Military Commandant, Queensland 
Naval Commandant, Queensland ,'" 
Military Commandant, South Aus-

tralia , 
Naval Commandant, South Australia 
Military Commandant, Western 

Australia 
Military Commandant, Tasmania ... 

Brig.-Gen. J. M. Gordon, C.B. 
Com. F. H. C. Brownlow. 

Col. J. S. Lyster. 
Com. J. T. Richardscn (acting). 
Col. J. H. A. Lee, R.A.E. 

Capt. C. Clare, C.M.G. 
Lieut.-Col. H. Le Mesurier. 

Col. H. Mackenzie. 
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COMMONWEALTH DEFENCE. 

The three principal defence councils are as follow :-

COUNCIL OF DEFENCE. 

President. 
The Minister of State for Defence. 

Members . 
. The Treasurer. 

The Inspector-General. 
The Director of Naval Forces. 
The Chief of Intelligence. 

Secretmy. 
The Secretary for Defence, 

III 

And such other officers of the Citizen Forces and expert advisers as from 
time to time for any meeting of the Council, are summone·d by the President 
to that meeting. 

BOARD OF MILITARY ADMINISTRATION, 

Regular Members. 

President. 
The Minister Of State for Defence. 

Members. 
The Deputy Adjutant-General. 
The Chief of Intelligence. 
The Chief of Ordnance, 
The Finance Member (Chief Accountant). 

Secretary. 
The Chief Clerk. 

Consultative Members .. 
COl. J. Rowell, C.B., V.D., A.D.C. to H.E. the Gov.-Gen., Officer 

Commanding Field Force, South Australia, and Commanding 10th 
A.I.R. 

Col. W. H. Hall, V.D., Officer Commanding Garrison Troops, Victoria. 
Col. G. R. Campbell, V.D., Officer Commanding Garrison Troops, New 

South Wales. 
Mr. A. Ferguson, Queensland Rifle Clubs. 

BOARD OF NAVAL ADMINISIRATTON 

President. 
The Minister of State for Defence. 

Members. 
The Director of Naval Forces. 
The Finance Member (Chief Accountant). 

The Chief Clerk. 
Secretary. 
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DEFENCES. 

Under the Commonwealth Defence Act NO.2 of 1903, all male 
inhabitants of Australia (except persons specially exempted from 
service) aged 18 to 60 years, who are British subjects, and resident 
six moruths, are in time of war made liable to serve in the military 
forc-es. The Prime Minister (the Hon. A. Deakin) in a speech in 
the House of Representatives 0111 13th December, 1907, outlined 
certain proposals with a view of giving practical effect to the new 

. military system. 

It is proposed that every male Australian aged from 12 to 
18 years be compelled to undergo military training in the 
cadets or senior cadets. The compulsory character of the training 
will be held in abeyance so far as the cadets are concerned until 
there are sufficient officers available, but the personal obligation to 
military training is intended to operate in respect to all who attain 
the age of 18 years aJfter the scheme comes into force. Men of 
18 to 26 years of age will be divided into two classes. Those from 
18 to 21 will be required to atteIld a training of eighteen days in 
the first year, eighteen in the second, and twelve in the third. 
These periods will be curtailed to twelve days in each year if the 
member has a satisfac;tory record as a cadet, or at the initiation of 
the system can show a know ledge of recruit drill and musketry 
already attained. All training will be ,given in camps, and on 
ground permitting of the conditions a1Jtaching to actual service in the 
field.· On attaining the age of 21 years, if not promoted, these men 
will be incorporated ill the senior regiments of, the National Guard, 
the training of which is a matter for subsequent consideration. No 
payment will be made to young men under the age of 21 years. 
unless in very exceptional cases, where they have dependents. All 
over 2 I years will receive payment, probably at rates similar to those 
of the existing militia. It is proposed that all officers shall pass 
through the ranks, and that promotion be based upon practical exam­
inations and work in the field. 

About 40,000 male Australians reach the age of 18 years in each 
year, of whom about 27,000 are estimated to be physically fit and 
otherwise available for service. In eight years it is reckoned that an 
army of 214,000 men fairly trained, physically fit for war, properly 
equipped, and organized in self-contained brigades will be available, 
an establishment of 83,000 always being in training. It is calculated 
that at the end of the twenty-second year of the system 750,000 
Australians will have received military training. In this calculation 
ordinary rates of mortality have been allowed for, and an increase 
of population at 2 per cent. per annum has been assumed. 



Constitution and Government. 113 

The following statement shows the establishment 
corps constituting the Commonwealth Military Forces 
the year 1906~7 ;-

of the various Common· 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

VICTORIA, 1906-7. 

Corps. Officers. 

. V· . f wealth In letona or Military 

MI:LITARY FORCES 

Warrant Officers, 
Non~Commissioned 
Officers and Men. 

Total. 

Forces 
in Victoria, 
1906·7. 

OF 

- ---- --------1----- -------1-----

PERMANENT. 
District Head-Quinter's Staff ... 

" Pay Department-Civilians ... 
-Ordnance Department ... . •. 
Instructional Staff ... ... . . .. 
Rifle Range Staff... ... . .. 
Royal Australian Artillery·... . .. 
Corps of Australian Engineers ... 
Australian Army Medical Corps ... 
Rifle Clubs Stltff... .•. ... 
Cadet Staff ... ... • .. 

Total (Permanent) 

MILITIA. 
Light Horse-

3rd Light Horse Brigade ... 
4th 

" Attached 10th Australian Light 
Horse Regimellt ... . .. 

Australiau Field Artillery ... 
Australian Garrison Artillery ' .. 
Corps of Australian Engineers ... 
2nd'Infantry Brigade ... . .. 
Corps of Signallers ... . .. 
Army Service Corps ... ... 
Australiau Army Medical Corps ... 
Veterinary Department ... ... 

Total (Militia) ... ... 

VOLUNTEERS. 
Victorian Rangers ... ... 
Victorian Scottish Regiment ... 
Victorian Rifles (2 companies) ... 
Army Nursing Service ... . .. 

Total (Volunteers) ... 
CADETS. 

Cadet Corps Staff ... ... ... 
Senior Cadets (2 Battalions) ... ... 
Cadet Corps (1~ Battalions) ... .. 

Total (Cadets) ... ... 
Grand Total (Permanent, Militia, 

Volunteer, and Cadet Corps) ... 

4 
6 
1 
4 

... 
10 
4 
1 

... 
2 

-----
32 

-----

67 
41 

8 
22 
36 

8 
1I5 

4 
5 

31 
7 

-----
344 

-----
28 
22 

6 
... 

-----
56 

2 
58 

348 
----

408 
-----

840 

F 

6 10 ... 6 
43 44 
46 50 

" 5 
227 237 
38 42 

4 5 
4 4 
2 4 

375 407 
-------------

759 826 
449 490 

104 112 
368 390 
653 689 
210 218 

1,932 2,047 
72 76 
53 58 
98 129 
... 7 

-------- -----
4,698 5,042 

493 521 
369 391 

·104 llO 
26 26 

992 1,048 
----

... 2 
962 1,020 

5,760 6,108 
-----

6? 722 7,130 
------------

12,787 13,627 
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The rifle club movement has attained larger dimensions in Vic­
toria than in any other part of Australia.- In 1907 there were 860 
clubs, with a membership of 44,344 in the Commonwealth,. and of 
these, 361 clubs with nearlv 20,000 members were located in this 
State. . 

The Commonwealth Naval Forces of the State of Victoria com­
prise a permanent force and naval militia. The establishment was 
as under on the 1St January, 1907 :-

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH NAVAL FORCES OF 
VICTORIA ON THE 1ST JANUARY, 1907. 

Permanent Force 
Naval Militia 

Total 

Offic ers. 

I 9 
1 3 
--

3 2 

Petty Officers 
Total. and Men. 

101 120 
242 255 

-----~ -----. 

343 375 

:'~P~~l!!!~~: .The following table contains the expenditure on defences in Vic-
1852 to tona from 1852 to 1906-7, the last five years being shown separately. 
1906-7. The total in 1906-7 was £14,800 more than in the preceding year, 

and greater than in any year since 1890-91. The total expendi­
ture on defences in Australia in 1906-7 was £1,035,795, Victoria's 
portion (£318,458) thus amounting to nearly 31 per cent. :-

EXPENDITURE ON DEFENCES IN VICTORIA, 1852 TO 1906-7. -

Ordinary Expellditure 
(Maintenance). 

Period. 

Military. Naval. 

£ £ 
1852 to 1901-2 4,167,559 1,132,346 

1902-3 177,214 22,744 
1903-4 150,643 18,543 
1904-5 154,003 19,107 
1905-6 154,871 20,864 
1906-7 163,170 23,652 

-----

Construct . --- - -- " .. 
IOn Australian Detences. 

and 
Maintena nee 

gs, 
ons, 
&e. 

of Buildin 
Fortificati 
Wars hips, 

£ 
1,917,9 

15,2 
41,9 
68,1 

9;~ 

34 
95 
95 
62 
59 

61,3 
65,9 

-----

" 
Con~ Main· 

struction. tenance. 

£ £ 
12,368 462,290 

... 37,870 
465 46,825 

... 50,271 

... 66,550 

... 65,677 

Total. 

£ 
7,692,556 

253,062 
258,471 
291,576 
303,647 
318,458 

Total ... 4,967,460 1,237,256 2,170,7 38 12,833 729,483 9,1l7,770 

Arms, ammunition and stores generally unappo 
years, prior to 1874 ... . .. 

Value of land certificates granted to volunteers 

Grand total 

rtioned to particular 

prior to 1874 
47,408 

139,683' 

... 9,304,861 
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Included in the item-" Australian Defences Maintenance, 1906-7, 
£65,677," are the following amounts :-Contribution towards the 
maintenance of the Auxiliary Squadron, £59,810; maintenance of 
garrison at King George's Sorund, £1,23I, and at Thursday Island, 
£4,636. 

CADETS. 

At a conference of the Premiers of the several States of the Cadets. 

Commonwealth held in H~bart in February, 1905, the then Minister 
of State for Defence submitted a scheme which aimed at-

(a) The formation of Classes of Instruction in all the Schools 
of the Commonwealth in "Physical Training," 
"Elementary Drill," "Handling ef Arms," and 
" Musketry," at which attendance of boys ever 
twelve years of age attending such schools shall be 
compulsory. 

(b) Compulsory training fer all male teachers (physically 
fit) in State Schools and the compUlsory provision of 
a teacher qualified to instruct in the subjects referred 
te in (a) in all private schools in the Cemmonwealth. 

Before these principles could be established on a practical basis, 
howevp..r, legislative action .by both the Cemmonwealth Parliament 
and the Parliaments of the several States would have been 
necessary. A change 'Of Ministry in the Commenwealth having 
occurred, it was considered by the new Minister of State for 
Defence that semething should be done at once to secure uni­
formity in and extend the existing Cadet movement in the respective 
States,. Acting on his representations, a conference representative 
6'f the Education Departments 'Of the States and of the Common-' 
wealth Defence Department, was held in Sydney in November, 
19015. The reccmmendations ef this cenference were acquiesced in 
by the State Governments and adopted in their entirety by the 
Commenwealth Government, and provided fer a force ef approxi­
mately 201,000 Cadets and 3,01010 Senior Cadets. Of these numbers, 
6, r08 Cadets and 1,01201 Senier Cadets were alletted to Victor;q. 

Instructional Staff Officers and Non-cemmissiened Officers were 
appeinted after competitive examination. Uniforms of a separate 
pattern in each State have been approved by the Military Board. 
The proposal to arm the bigger boys with M.E. rifies, and the re­
mainder with Westley-Richards and Francette rifiE:s, is being gra­
dually carried out. 

Senior Cadet Corps consist of boys who have left school but who 
are not old enough to join the Militia and Volunteer Forces, and also 
af boys attending school OV& fourteen years of age, and enable the 
boys who have commenced their training in the school Cadet Corps 
to continue their military training until such time as they may be 
able to join the citizen forces. Cadets consist of boys over twelve 
years of age who are attending school. 
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A further conference was held, at which it was decided to re­
commend a considerable addition to the number of Cadets, viz. :­
Senior Cadets, 4,062; Cadets, 23,414; these IlIUffibers have since 
been amended to 8,061 Seriior Cadets and 27,441 Cadets, of which 
numbers 2,680 Senior Cadets, and 7,361 Cadets, are allotted to 
Victoria. 

Provision ha)i also been made for eight squadrons [,f Mounted 
Cadets of a total establishment of 576 all ranks, 144 of which are 
provided for Victoria. 

Miniature rifle ranges are being erected in suitable localities 
throughout the Commonwealth for the purpose of instructing Cadets 
in rifle shooting. 

Preparation is being made for the holding of Schools of In­
struction for' Cadet Officers and Camps of Training for the Cadet 
Corps in each State during the present financial year.' ' 




